
Congratulations 
Well done to  Violet in Year 3 who won the players’ 
‘Player Award’ for the Under 8s girls team at Benfield 
Juniors Football Club. She has a fantastic trophy for 
her achievements.  
Congratulations to Ziggy, Mateo and Finlay in Year 2 
who have wonderful trophies for their participation in 
their football team; Newcastle Benfield Football Club.  
Well done to Jake in Year 4 who has an incredibly 
heavy trophy for being the ‘Most Improved Player’ for 
his team. Jake also has a participation trophy and a 
wonderful medal for his involvement with the Under 
9s boys team at Benfield Football Club.  
Congratulations to Lilly-Jane in Reception who 
achieved her Tumble One award in gymnastics. She 
has a certificate and medal for her hard work.  
 
Key Steps Gymnastics 
Many congratulations to our Key Stage One team 
who progressed to the finals of the Tyne and Wear 
Key Steps Gymnastics Festival. They came in 2nd 
place overall and have wonderful silver medals for 
their achievements. They were an absolute credit to 
our school and demonstrated their incredible talents 
with finesse. Well done to Polly, Scarlett, Jazmine, 
Elena and Charli. Excellent work girls!  
 
Weekly Attendance  
Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 
6 for this week is 90%.  This is lower than last week.  
This is due to unauthorised holidays. 
We are delighted to announce that Year 4 have 95% 
attendance for this week and are the winners of our 
attendance trophy. Congratulations! 
 
Half Term Holiday 
A reminder that school closes tonight for the half 
term break. The children will return to school on 
Monday 6th June. Have a wonderful week and a 
well-deserved rest. Enjoy the Jubilee celebrations! 
 
Term Dates for 2022 - 2023 
Attached to the Iona Star tonight are the term dates 
and holidays for the next academic year. These are 
set by the Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust 
for all of the schools in their partnership.  
 
Uniform Policy 
As we approach the summer term, we appreciate 
that children will begin to grow out of school uniform 
and that parents would rather wait until September to 
purchase new items. However, could we please ask 
that, where possible, uniform adheres to our policy 
and the children are dressed smartly for school. We 
have seen a number of inappropriate items of 
clothing recently, especially in PE. Thank you for 
your support and understanding.  
 
 

Sacramental Preparation 
Tomorrow, Saturday 28th May, our final Year 4 
group will make their First Holy Communion at Mass 
at St. Columba’s at 5:00pm. We ask you to keep 
them in your thoughts and prayers. We wish 
Thomas, Fin, Jessica, Sophia, Lola and Esmae a 
wonderful day on Saturday and many 
congratulations.  
 
Last Saturday, Alfie C, Rosie, Zac, Leah, Jude and 
Joseph had a lovely day. Mass was beautiful and the 
children were a credit to their families and our 
school. The children received their First Holy 
Communion from Bishop Robert as he was visiting 
the Parish last weekend. What an honour! We’re so 
proud of you all. 
 
St. Columba’s Feast Day Celebrations 
On Friday 10th June, we will be celebrating St. 
Columba’s Feast Day. We are inviting the children to 
come into school in their own clothes. 
On the day, the children will be off timetable and 
complete fun activities in class linked to the life of St. 
Columba. At lunchtime, the children will all eat 
together on the field - Mellors will be providing the 
usual menu of fish or Quorn dippers and chips in 
cartons so we can all eat together! We look forward 
to a fun day.  
 
Dogs on the Premises 
As parents are aware, we have had some concerns 
raised over the number of dogs which are now 
entering the premises at the start and end of each 
day. This has caused distress with some of the 
younger pupils in school who have been frightened 
to leave their classrooms at home time as they are 
wary of dogs.  
St. Columba’s has historically been a ‘dog free’ 
premises at the start and end of the school day. 
Since lockdown, it has been wonderful to see that 
many families have welcomed dogs into their homes. 
However, we are going to have introduce our ‘dog 
free’ restrictions again. This has been agreed by our 
Local Governing Committee who have stated that 
dogs are no longer allowed on the premises at the 
start and end of each day. This also includes dogs 
being carried. 
St. Columba’s is not the only school which does not 
allow dogs to be walked on the premises at busy 
times of day. The majority of schools in our 
partnership have a ‘dog ban’.  
We are sure that parents will understand the health 
and safety concerns and risk assessments that 
underpin this decision.  
Thank you for your support and understanding. 
When we return to school after half term, dogs 
will no longer be allowed on the premises at the 
start and end of the school day.  
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