
Congratulations 
Well done to Sophie in Year 2 who passed her first 
Karate grading last weekend. She has achieved her 
yellow stripe belt. Excellent news Sophie! 
Congratulations to Arthur in Year 3 who plays for 
Wallsend Boys Club U8s. Last weekend, his team 
played in the Blackpool Football Tournament. There 
were 16 teams from across the North of England and 
Arthur’s team got all the way to the final. They 
finished Runners Up, losing out narrowly with a 
score of 3-2. Well done boys, a great achievement! 
 
SATs week  
Congratulations to our Year 6 pupils who have 
worked tirelessly this week completing their SATs 
papers. The tests have challenged the children in 
reading comprehension; grammar and spelling; 
arithmetic and maths reasoning. In total, Year 6 have 
completed six papers in four days.  
Without exception, the children have worked 
incredibly hard and the concentration levels have 
been unbelievable! All of the staff involved 
commented upon how diligently and calmly the 
children worked through each question showing such 
resilience. We were very proud of them all - 
especially as there were some tricky questions in 
some of the papers! Well done Year 6!  
 
A huge thank you must go to all of the staff who have 
helped to prepare and support Year 6 over the last 
few months: a big thank you to Miss Quinn, Mr Keilty 
and Mrs Carr. 
Sincere thanks must also go to our fantastic team of 
SATs helpers this week and to Mrs Craggs for the 
nourishment and extra breakfasts - we’ve gone 
through a lot of loaves of bread since Monday!  
Well done everyone and thank you to our parents for 
your support and understanding in this statutory 
assessment process.  
 
Year 2 are continuing to work amazingly well 
throughout May on their ‘Secret Agent’ jobs! Keep 
going Year 2 - we’re very proud of you!  
 
Weekly Attendance  
Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 
6 for this week is 93%.  This is just lower than last 
week’s. Keep trying hard everyone!  
We are delighted to announce that Year 6 have 99% 
attendance for this week and are the winners of our 
attendance trophy. Year 4 were in a close second 
place with 97%. Congratulations to both classes! 
 
Thank you to all parents who completed holiday 
request forms following last week’s announcement 
on the Iona Star. It is imperative that we track pupil 
attendance. Parents will receive letters confirming if 
absence is authorised or unauthorised. If there are 
any questions or queries, please ask at the office.   

Online Safety - Safety Cards 
Please find attached the next two Safety Cards in 
our series of ‘quick reads’. These are designed to 
give parents hints and tips around online safety 
when using specific social media apps or games.  
The Safety Cards highlight age restrictions and give 
easy to follow information around how to block or 
report concerns.  
Attached to the Iona Star tonight is a Safety Card for 
Avakin Life and one for Twitch. 
Two final cards will be published next week.  
If parents would like any further information about 
this, please ring the school office.  
 
Sacramental Preparation 
Tomorrow, Saturday 14th May, our next Year 4 
group will make their First Holy Communion at Mass 
at St. Columba’s at 5:00pm. We ask you to keep 
them in your thoughts and prayers. We wish Alfie R, 
Ethan, Fearne, Harry, Katelyn, Oscar and William a 
wonderful day on Saturday and many 
congratulations.  
 
Last Saturday, Amelia, Ava, Belle, Isabella and Eliza  
had a lovely day. Mass was beautiful and the 
children were a credit to their families and our 
school. We’re so proud of you all. 
 
Year 5 Residential to Holy Island 
A reminder to Year 5 parents that we will be holding 
a meeting, in school, on Tuesday 17th May at 
3:30pm regarding the forthcoming trip to Holy 
Island. Here, we will share more information about 
the three day residential, itinerary and what to pack! 
We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.  
 
Reception Stay and Play 
Parents of pupils in Reception have signed up for a 
Stay and Play date with their child this week. Parents 
will be attending on either Tuesday 17th May from 
2pm - 3pm or Wednesday 18th May from 2pm - 3pm.  
Just a reminder that, due to space, and for health 
and safety reasons, only one parent or family 
member can attend one of the sessions. 
Unfortunately, we do not have the space for younger 
siblings either. Thank you for your understanding.   
These sessions will be held outdoors, weather 
permitting, so please come dressed appropriately for 
the conditions that day. As the children may be in the 
forest, parents may wish to wear trainers or other 
suitable footwear. We look forward to seeing you all 
this week.  
 
School Gateway Accounts 
Please could we remind all parents to top up their 
child’s School Gateway account if schools meals are 
paid for. Please remember to add credit to these 
regularly if your child orders a school meal.  
Thank you for your support.  
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St. Columba’s Church 
Fundraising and Parish Events 
On Friday 3rd June, the Wallsend Catholic Churches 
will be hosting a celebration for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. All are invited to a family picnic on 
St. Aidan’s school field. Any profits raised will go 
towards the St. Columba’s roof appeal.   
It will be a great family day out which will include 
activities such as a cake stall, bottle tombola, raffle, 
cream teas, face painting, bouncy castle, plant stalls 
etc. Attached to the Iona Star tonight is information 
about a special competition that will be running on 
the day - design a Jubilee hat! 
The Steve Hepworth Band will also be performing all 
of the classics from across the decades - 60s to the 
present day! 
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun! Come 
anytime during the course of the afternoon.  
 
On Thursday 9th June, we celebrate the Feast of St. 
Columba. The Wallsend Community Choir will be 
singing at St. Columba’s Church from 7:00pm - 
8:30pm. Tickets are priced at £5 and any profits 
raised will go towards the St. Columba’s roof appeal.  
Refreshments will be served afterwards in the 
Church Hall.  
The repertoire of the Choir is very varied from 
musical theatre, classical, popular and modern day 
songs to hymns. There is something for everyone! 
Tickets will be on sale in all three parishes after 
Mass at the weekend. We look forward to seeing you 
there.  
 
As a school, we will also be celebrating the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee before half term and St. Columba’s 
Feast Day after half term. More information will 
follow.  
 
Dogs on the Premises 
Could we please remind parents that dogs should 
not be walked on leads around the premises. 
Some of the pupils in Key Stage 1 are upset and 
frightened of the larger dogs. 
Please could we ask parents to leave dogs at home, 
tie them to the fence at the front of school, or carry 
them where appropriate.  
If this matter does not improve for the Key Stage 1 
pupils, we may have to discuss further options with 
our Local Governing Committee. Thank you for your 
support in this matter. 
 
Covid-19 Vaccinations for 5-17 year olds 
Vaccination clinics are still running for children and 
young people aged 5-17 years. Attached to the Iona 
Star tonight is a flyer from the Public Health Team at 
North Tyneside detailing the locations of these clinics 
over the next week.  
 
 

Lunch Menu 
Following the introduction of our new catering team, 
Mellors, we have been gathering feedback from each 
year group as to the new menu choices and food 
options at lunchtime. A summary of the main findings 
across all year groups are listed below.  
* The children really like the chips (these are much 
better), runner beans, pin wheels, pizza (with nice 
cheese on), sausages and mash, fish and chips, 
beef burger, jacket potatoes, quiche (it was 
amazing), the cheese and ham sandwiches, chicken 
dinner, the puddings, the individual fruit pots and the 
new trays. 
* They were not as keen on the fajitas as they had 
too many peppers, the tuna sandwiches or flapjack 
with apple in. Some of the pupils in Key Stage 2 
would like lager portions and to be able to help 
themselves to the salad bar. 
* The children would like to have some other choices 
on the menu such as mince and dumplings, chicken 
curry, wraps and baguettes, hot dogs, chicken 
dippers and artic roll. 
 
We really do value the children’s feedback and 
Mellors are keen to make changes where they can. 
Please find attached a new menu which takes into 
account the feedback from pupils. This new menu 
will begin on Monday 23rd May. Thank you to you all 
 
Key Steps Gymnastics Festival 
On 6th May, 24 pupils represented our school at the 
Key Steps Gymnastics Festival. This is a skills based 
event where the pupils must be able to demonstrate 
certain skills in gymnastics in order to qualify.  
Our pupils have done incredibly well. The results are 
below. Congratulations to everyone and sincere 
thanks to Mrs Iliadou for your hard work in preparing 
the pupils.  
 
Key Stage 1 event:  A total of 12 teams and 78 
pupils took part. Our first team of Key  Stage 1 girls 
came in first place with a total of 33.40 points! 
Congratulations to  Polly, Ruby, Scarlett, Jazmine, 
Elena and Charli. Our winning team will now 
progress to the Tyne and Wear Competition 
on Thursday 26th May. Good luck girls! 
Our second team of Key Stage 1 pupils came in 
fourth place with 28.80 points. Congratulations to 
Halle, Katy, April, Alfie Cr, Etta and Sophie.  
 
Key Stage 2 event: A total of 10 teams and 60 
pupils took part. Our first team of Key Stage 2 pupils 
came in third place with 31.30 points. 
Congratulations to Sophia, Jessica, Eliza, Amelia, 
Lucas and Ava W. 
Our second team of Key Stage 2 pupils came in fifth 
place with 30.00 points. Congratulations to Leah, 
Fearne, William, Oscar, Alfie R and Belle. 
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