
Congratulations 
Well done to Rowen in Y6 who has achieved a 
fabulous bronze medal in a weight lifting competition 
in Harrogate. Rowen lifted 17kg and 24kg during two 
different lifts, the photo was brilliant! Keep up the 
hard work Rowen.  
Congratulations to Esmae in Y4 who has had her 
hair cut short and has donated it to the Little 
Princess Trust. This will now be used to make real 
hair wigs, given free of charge, to children and young 
people who have lost their own hair through cancer 
treatment and other conditions. Esmae cut her hair 
even shorter than planned so she could donate as 
much as possible. She has also made over £100 so 
far in donations to the Trust too. School and home 
are so proud of her for her charitable act. 
 
Sacramental Preparation 
All of the children in Year 5 have now made their 
First Holy Communion.  
Last Saturday, Shay, Jed, Wilf, Zac, Holly and 
Bogdan had a lovely day. Mass was beautiful and 
the children were a credit to their families and our 
school. We’re so proud of you all. 
 
Without exception, the Year 5 pupils have acted with 
reverence, respect and humility. Father David, the 
Catechists and members of the Parish and School 
have commented each week on how amazingly the 
children have embraced the Sacraments they have 
received. Well done Year 5. 
Our Y5 pupils will celebrate their First Holy 
Communion in school, as a class altogether, on 
Thursday 9th December. A separate letter has been 
sent home to Year 5 parents. Please check your 
emails for further information.   
 
Our sincere thanks must go to everyone who has 
supported the children during their Sacramental 
Preparation: Father David, our team of Catechists 
including Mrs Doherty, school staff, family members 
and the parish community. A big THANK YOU to Mrs 
Watson who has worked incredibly hard behind 
the scenes to ensure all of the plans went smoothly. 
 
Illness 
At present, when we are all very worried about the 
transmission of Covid, it is easy to forget that there 
are the usual winter illnesses around school. This 
week we have seen ear infections, the usual bad 
colds and flu like symptoms and tummy bugs. 
Several children have cried this week in class 
explaining that they just feel so poorly and tired. We 
appreciate that not everything is linked to Covid, but 
if your child is very ill, please keep them at home, 
even for 24 / 48 hours if you can to aid their 
recovery. Many thanks.  

Parent Governor 
Parents may recall that we recently advertised a 
vacancy for a parent governor on our newly formed 
Local Governing Committee.  
We are delighted to announce that, following her 
successful application, Mrs Coltman is now our new 
Parent Governor representative. Mrs Coltman is 
currently linked to Year 4.  
If parents have any communication for her, please 
send this via the school office marked for the 
attention of ‘Mrs Coltman, Parent Governor’.  
We welcome Mrs Coltman to our Local Governing 
Committee and look forward to working with her in 
the future.  
 
Household Support Fund 
North Tyneside Council has recently been awarded 
grant funding by the Government to support 
vulnerable households during the winter. 
The fund is to support a wide range of households to 
meet their essential costs during the winter months. 
This includes food, utilities, water rates, other bills 
and essential items. In exceptional circumstances 
this can also cover rent. The grant is available until 
31/03/22. 
This is a ‘one off’ emergency payment to relieve 
exceptional hardship. 
Customers can apply to the fund by completing the 
online form found using the link below – 
https://my.northtyneside.gov.uk/category/1576/
household-support-fund 
Professionals can submit an application on behalf of 
a customer they are working with if consent has 
been obtained. 
The e-mail address for enquiries is:   
householdsupportfund@northtyneside.gov.uk 
 
Sports Activities at Hadrian Leisure 
Hadrian Leisure are currently offering the following 
opportunities for children and young people aged 8 - 
13 / 15 years. Please click the links for further 
information. 
 
Climbing Wall 
Monday 6-7.30pm 
Saturday 9.30-11am 
8 to 15 years old 
More information on the NTC website here 
  
Trampolining 
Wednesday 6.30-7.30pm and 7.30-8.30pm 
8 to 13 years 
More information on the NTC website here 
  
No Limits (8 to 13 years) 
Wednesday 5.30-6.30pm 
More information on the NTC website here 
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Key Dates 
Thursday 9th December - Christmas Dinner 
Christmas jumpers can be worn today. 
 
Friday 10th December - Flu vaccinations Rec – Y6 
 
Monday 13th December - Filming Day!  
 
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Parties 
Party clothes can be worn today and individual 
plates of food brought into school.  
 
Thursday 16th December - Advent Mass in school 
 
Friday 17th December - Last day of term. 
Christmas jumpers can be worn today.  
 
Holiday Activities Fund 
Children across North Tyneside can take advantage 
of a programme of activities designed to help them to 
remain healthy and active whilst they are off school.  
These activities are open to all children in North 
Tyneside, but free to those families in receipt of 
income related free school meals.  
From festive arts and crafts to climbing walls, 
bookings are open now! 
Please see the flyer in the school notice board 
outside for further information. Details of how to book 
can be found by visiting: 
my.northtyneside.gov.uk/haf-sw 
  
Christmas Performances 
A reminder to parents that, following the 
announcement on last week’s Iona Star, this year, 
we have taken the decision to pre-record the 
children’s Christmas performances.  
Each class will perform a Christmas Celebration in 
the Hall which will be pre-recorded. A Google Drive 
link will then be emailed to parents on Friday 17th 
December so that, as a family, you can sit 
together and watch your child’s performance in the 
comfort of your own home with sweets and popcorn! 
 
Two permission slips for this recording are attached 
to this letter. Please read the information on these  
slips carefully and return the relevant section back to 
your child’s class teacher. A slip MUST be signed 
and returned to school in order for your child to take 
part in the recordings, no later than Friday 10th 
December. 
If we do not receive a slip, or if any parents do not 
give permission for their child to appear in the 
recording, the children will still take part, but ‘off 
camera’. 
We hope that parents understand the difficult 
decisions that have needed to be made for the safety 
of all. Thank you for your understanding.  

Travelling Cribs 
During Advent, we would normally send home our 
Travelling Cribs. Parents may remember that before 
the Pandemic, we purchased new cribs which were 
age appropriate. These are now in the children’s 
classes. 
A ‘Travelling Crib’, involves the model figures of a 
nativity scene being passed from house to house 
each night during Advent. This journey symbolises 
Mary and Joseph's difficult journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem before the birth of Jesus.  
On a designated night, families set up the crib in 
their homes and use the opportunity to stop what 
they are doing and think as a family about the true 
meaning of Christmas. It is a unique way to help 
families prepare for Christmas. 
Due to restrictions this year, a ‘Travelling Crib’ in the 
traditional sense won’t be possible. ‘Ten Ten’ have 
created a Covid-proof experience called The 
Christmas Crib! Attached to the Iona Star are ‘Crib 
cut outs’ so that children can make their own version 
of the Nativity scene. By clicking the following link: 
http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/christmas 
parents will find an online video which can be played 
as part of a special household Advent liturgy. It takes 
the children through the Christmas story.  
We hope you enjoy using this resource as a family.  
 
Christmas Lunch 
On Thursday 9th December, we will be serving our 
traditional Christmas Lunch!  The children can wear 
Christmas jumpers on this day. 
If you have a child in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 and are not in 
receipt of Free School Meals, parents will need to 
pay for this meal. This can be done via ParentPay. 
The menu is attached to the Iona Star tonight.  
 
Christmas Panto! 
We would normally take the children to Whitley Bay 
Playhouse to see their version of the traditional 
Christmas Pantomime in December. This year, we 
have ordered an online version which the children 
are going to watch in their classes after Christmas 
dinner. We are all looking forward to watching 
Cinderella. There will even be audience participation! 
 
Christmas Cards 
A usual tradition at St. Columba’s is that most 
children would send a Christmas card to everyone in 
their class via the school’s post box.  
Unfortunately this year, for many carefully 
considered Covid-related reasons, we feel this is a 
tradition that needs to be adapted.  
We are asking children to write ONE card only to 
their whole class: Dear Year X, Love from X 
The children will then be able to display their class 
cards in the classroom around their tree decorations. 
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