
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Mateo in Y2 who has achieved 
his ‘Learn to Swim’ badge 2 and his 5m award. He 
enjoyed swimming in the deep end. Mateo has also 
been showing us some of his amazing art work. He 
is such a talented artist. Keep up the hard work. 
Well done to Scarlett in Y2 who achieved her Puffin 
badge and certificate for swimming 5m. She is 
working on her next badge now.  
Congratulations to Belle in Y4 who danced in two 
shows at the Whitley Bay Playhouse on Sunday. The 
event was titled  'Out Of The Darkness' and Belle 
performed routines in both Lyrical and Cheerleading 
to sold out audiences. It is wonderful to see dancing 
back in the theatres again!  
 
Sacramental Preparation 
Tomorrow, Saturday 27th November, our next Y5 
group will make their Holy Communion at Mass at St. 
Columba’s at 5:00pm. We ask you to keep them in 
your thoughts and prayers. We wish Shay, Jed, Wilf, 
Zac, Holly and Bogdan a wonderful day on Saturday 
and many congratulations.  
 
Last Saturday, Anna, Kajetan, Sophie, Hayden, 
Mollie and Josh had a lovely day. Mass was beautiful 
and the children were a credit to their families and 
our school. We’re so proud of you all. 
 
Get into Teaching! 
Are you, or do you know anyone, thinking of a career 
in teaching? The Gateshead Training School 
Alliance are currently recruiting for their September 
2022 Primary Initial Teacher Training programme. 
Call 0191 414 3116 for more information.  
@GTSA ITT 
 
A Teacher Training Information session will be held 
on Wednesday 8th December at 17:30. This will take 
place, face to face, at Carmel College in Darlington.  
Alternatively, an online session will be held, via 
Teams, on Wednesday 8th December at 12:30pm.  
Please see the attached flyers for more information.  
 
Project VITA - North Tyneside Council 
The Local Authority, along with the local Police, are 
running a free youth group for children aged 11 to 17 
years at The Allen in Wallsend.   
This will take place every Friday up to 17th 
December, from 6:00pm to 8:30pm. 
They are asking young people to shape the group 
with the aim of creating a safe space for them to 
'hang out' and tackle issues such drugs and alcohol 
through educating the young people.   
Please come along to find out more.  
 
 

Year 4 Assembly 
Next Friday, 3rd December, Y4 will present their 
class assembly to parents. This was postponed a 
couple of weeks ago to ensure safety for all. This will 
begin at 9:10am in the school hall.  
We are asking that only ONE parent attends the 
assembly. No other children from other year groups 
will be present in the hall, therefore chairs for parents 
can be spaced out and distanced. Parents are 
advised to wear masks. Many thanks for your 
understanding and support.  
 
Staffing in Y1 
It is with great delight that we welcome Mrs 
Maddison back to work on Monday 13th December. 
Mrs Maddison will continue to teach our Year 1 
pupils from this date. We know that she has 
thoroughly enjoyed her maternity leave and the time 
with her little boy. We look forward to seeing her 
back at school again very soon.  
 
It is therefore, with great sadness, that we must say 
‘goodbye’ to Mrs Davidson. Her last day in Year 1 
will be Friday 10th December.   
Mrs Davidson has been with us for over a year now, 
covering in both Nursery and Year 1. She has fitted 
into life at St. Columba’s with ease and we are so 
sorry to see her leave. We are delighted to announce 
that she will be moving to a new role in a school 
within our partnership.  
We wish her the very best of luck in her new job and 
thank Mrs Davison sincerely for all that she has done 
during her time at St. Columba’s.  
 
NUF KICKS Football Session 
Please see the information below from Newcastle 
United Foundation: 
 
Every Thursday evening from 5pm to 7pm at the 
Howdon Community Hub, next to Denbigh Primary 
school, we run a football session called Kicks. This is 
completely FREE to anyone who wishes to 
participate. Places are open for 8 - 18 year olds.  
For more information, or to sign your child up for a 
place, please email: lee.scott@nufc.co.uk 
 
Wallsend Online 
Don’t forget to visit the  Wallsend Online website for 
further information about a new platform that been 
developed for families. Please click on the hyperlink 
to learn more. Wallsend Online are always looking 
for articles that would be of interest to local people. 
They encourage the children to email in any stories 
that they want to celebrate. Anything that you would 
like people to know about, please send details, with 
a picture if possible to phil@wallsendonline.co.uk 
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Christmas Performances 
In discussion with Public Health and other schools in 
North Tyneside and the Wallsend area, we are all 
encouraged to think about our annual Christmas 
productions this year.  
As parents are aware, Covid-19 transmission rates 
are still worrying. Since the pandemic began in 
March 2020, we, at St. Columba’s, have recorded 
the highest amount of cases at our school this term. 
Prior to September, the number of positive cases 
had been stable. Sadly, this has not been the 
situation this term. Therefore, the safety of staff, 
pupils and parents remains a priority. 
 
We have welcomed parents into school for Parents’ 
Evenings and some Key Stage assemblies this term. 
However, we are aware that the limitation on 
numbers has caused difficulties for parents when 
only one person can attend. 
Last year, our Christmas performances were ‘live’ on 
Teams. However, difficulties with bandwidth, signal 
and joining the live event did cause some issues for 
parents.  
 
Taking all of this into consideration, this year, we 
have taken the decision to pre-record the children’s 
Christmas Performances.  
Each class will perform a Christmas Celebration in 
the Hall which will be pre-recorded. A One-Drive link 
will then be emailed to parents on Friday 17th 
December so that, as a family, you can sit 
together and watch your child’s performance in the 
comfort of your own home with sweets and popcorn! 
 
Permission slips for this recording will be sent home 
in due course. We hope that parents understand the 
difficult decisions that have needed to be made for 
the safety of all. Thank you for your understanding.  
 
Key Dates 
Sunday 28th November - First Sunday of Advent 
 
Thursday 9th December - Christmas Dinner 
Christmas jumpers can be worn today 
 
Friday 10th December - Flu vaccinations Rec – Y6 
 
Monday 13th December - Filming Day!  
More information to follow! 
 
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Parties 
Party clothes can be worn today 
 
Thursday 16th December - Advent Mass in school 
 
Friday 17th December - Last day of term. 
Christmas jumpers can be worn today.  

Christmas is Coming! 
Staff have given a lot of thought to our Christmas 
preparations this year to ensure that many of our 
traditions will not be lost amid the current safety 
concerns and high transmission rates. Please read 
on to learn more about our plans. 
 
First Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday, 28th November, marks the First 
Sunday of Advent. We begin a 4 week period of 
preparation and prayer in the lead up to the 
Christmas season. The children will take part in 
Advent assemblies (virtually) every week.  
 
Christingle 
All of the children will take part in a class Christingle 
service where they will make their own ’Christingle’ 
to Light up Christmas. This will take place around 8th 
-10th December.  
All of the materials and resources have kindly been 
donated by the Life Vineyard Church. They are 
providing 220 oranges, ribbons, candles etc. in order 
for the children to spread the light and message of 
hope during this Advent season. We are very 
grateful for their kindness and generosity.  
 
Christmas Lunch 
On Thursday 9th December, in conjunction with 
Catering Services, we will be serving our traditional 
Christmas Lunch!  The children can wear Christmas 
jumpers on this day. 
If you have a child in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 and are not in 
receipt of Free School Meals, parents will need to 
pay for this meal. This can be done via ParentPay. If 
parents need any further information, please ask.  
 
Christmas Cards 
A usual tradition at St. Columba’s is that most 
children would send a Christmas card to everyone in 
their class via the school’s post box.  
Unfortunately this year, for many carefully 
considered covid-related reasons, we feel this is a 
tradition that needs to be adapted.  
We are asking children to write ONE card only to 
their whole class: Dear Year X, Love from X 
The children will then be able to display their class 
cards in the classroom around their tree decorations. 
Many thanks for your understanding. 
 
Christmas Party Day 
We will hold Christmas party day on Wednesday 
15th December. The children can come into 
school in their party clothes and bring an individual 
plate of food - no shared plates of food please. 
Thank you.  
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