
After School Club 
After School Club and all at St. Columba’s would like 
to say a heartfelt THANK YOU to C and M Services 
Limited for their incredibly kind and generous 
donation to After School Club. This has enabled us 
to buy some much needed resources, we really do 
appreciate it. Many thanks.  
 
Y6 Class Assembly and CAFOD Lunch 
Next Friday, 1st October, Y6 will present their class 
assembly to parents. This will begin at 11am in the 
school hall. After assembly, Y6 will serve CAFOD 
lunch to parents in the classroom.  
The theme of this year’s CAFOD Family Fast Day is 
the ‘Climate Crisis Appeal’ and protecting God’s 
creation. Any donations would be gratefully received 
and will be sent to CAFOD. Thank you. 
Within school, we are slowly starting to lift some of 
our previous restrictions and health and safety 
protocols, however this is being done with caution. 
Therefore, we are asking that only ONE parent 
attends the assembly and CAFOD lunch please. No 
other children from other year groups will be present 
in the hall, therefore chairs for parents can be 
spaced out and distanced. Parents may wear masks 
if they wish. Many thanks for your understanding and 
support.  
 
The Education Development Trust 
We have been asked to share information with 
parents regarding FREE employability support that is 
available to them in North Tyneside. This is via the 
‘Making a Difference North East’ Project.  
They are hosting an Eventbrite information session 
on 14th October 2021 from 11am - 12pm. Parents 
can sign up via the link below:- 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-for-you-free-
online-information-session-tickets-170140616163?
utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&u
tm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewE
mail 
If you are an unemployed (not furloughed) parent in 
County Durham/Tyne and Wear/Northumberland, the 
Making a Difference programme can offer free and 
flexible support to help you return to work. 
Join this informal event where we'll give you more 
information about the programme and how you can 
sign up. Many thanks.  
 
Wallsend Online 
Next week, during our Key Stage assemblies, the 
children will learn about a new platform called 
Wallsend Online. This is an interactive website for all 
of the family. The children can access lots of 
information such as tips on how to look after pets 
from their resident vet and exciting cooking recipes! 
Log on to find out more: www.wallsendonline.co.uk   

Mass Times at St. Columba’s Church 
During the summer holidays, we heard the sad news 
that Fr. John McElhone will be retiring as Parish 
Priest at St. Bernadette’s and St Aidan’s in October. 
He will be greatly missed in the partnership within 
Wallsend but needs to look after his health at this 
time.  
As a directive from the Bishop, Fr. David Smith is 
taking over as Parish Priest of St. Aidan’s and St. 
Bernadette’s in addition to being Parish Priest of Our 
Lady and St. Columba and will still be involved with 
St. Anthony’s in Walker.  
This obviously increases Fr. David’s duties as he 
takes over three schools and three parishes in 
Wallsend alongside his other roles and 
responsibilities within the Diocese. Fr. David is very 
much looking forward to his new role but is asking for 
our prayers, support and understanding as he 
establishes new routines and procedures.   
Mass times will therefore need to change at the 
Catholic churches in Wallsend.  
Mass at Our Lady and St. Columba’s will now be 
at 5pm on Saturday evenings. The first vigil Mass 
in Our Lady and St. Columba’s will be Saturday 
October 2nd at 5.00 pm.  
Mass at St. Aidan’s will be on Sunday 3rd October at 
10.00am and St. Bernadette’s at 11.30am. 
Thank you for your understanding and support.  
 
Correspondence from North Tyneside 
Attached to the Iona Star tonight is information from 
North Tyneside Council regarding the ‘Return to 
Education’ in light of the easing of the Covid-19 
restrictions. If parents have any further questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact school.  
 
Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust 
Parents may remember that in March 2021, a formal 
consultation process began with regards to St. 
Columba’s school becoming part of a Multi Academy 
Trust and joining the Bishop Bewick Catholic 
Education Trust.  
This was passed and all applications to the DfE and 
Diocese have now been approved. St. Columba’s, 
St. Bernadette’s and St. Aidan’s primary schools will 
now join the Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust 
on 1st October 2021.  
Parents will not see any major changes to the 
organisation of the school. Our school name and 
school uniform remain exactly the same. We will 
soon make up a Trust of 39 Catholic schools based 
in the Northern part of the Diocese of Hexham and 
Newcastle. Each school maintains its individuality 
and uniqueness whilst working in partnership 
together.  
For further information please visit the page on our 
website: Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust  

     Iona Star 
       Friday 24th September 2021 
     www.stcolumbasprimary.co.uk 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@StColumbasRC 

Follow us on Facebook: 
St.Columba’s Roman  
Catholic Primary School - 
Wallsend 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-for-you-free-online-information-session-tickets-170140616163?utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-for-you-free-online-information-session-tickets-170140616163?utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-for-you-free-online-information-session-tickets-170140616163?utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-for-you-free-online-information-session-tickets-170140616163?utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-for-you-free-online-information-session-tickets-170140616163?utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
http://www.wallsendonline.co.uk/
http://www.wallsendonline.co.uk/
https://www.stcolumbasprimary.co.uk/about-us/partnerships/bishop-bewick-catholic-education-trust/


A Message from Catering 
Services 
Celebration of Sports Funday Lunch – Thursday 
7th October 2021 
  
We would like to invite all pupils to our ‘Celebration 
of Sports’ themed funday lunch in school on 
Thursday 7th October. Children will receive a 
party boxed meal and the chance to find a golden 
ticket and win a prize.   
The meal will be free to all pupils in Reception, Year 
1 and Year 2. For Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 the cost will be 
£2.25, (unless your child is in receipt of benefit 
related free school meals) and can be booked via 
ParentPay,  
This is our Census Day and we need as many pupils 
as possible to be recorded as having a meal on this 
day.We have linked the funday to celebrate sports, 
after the success of the Euros, Olympics and, most 
recently, tennis, as we think children will be able to 
relate to these exciting events.  
The lunch will include a special menu of crunchy 
chicken strips or Quorn dippers served with fries and 
crunchy red slaw or corn on the cob, along with a 
salad bar, a homemade cup cake and a fruit drink. 
Medical diets will be catered for on the day. 
Please support your school to ensure a high uptake 
of school meals on this day by sending your child in 
for a school meal. Thank you.  
 
Operation Encompass  
A reminder to all parents that St. Columba’s is an 
‘Operation Encompass’ school. The purpose of 
Operation Encompass is to safeguard and support 
children and young people who have been involved 
in a domestic abuse incident. Following an incident 
at home, children will often arrive at school 
distressed, upset and unprepared for the day. North 
Tyneside Council, the police and nominated Key 
Adults in school (Mrs Garbutt, Miss Quinn and Mrs 
McGrady) work together to make sure that school 
staff are made aware of an incident early enough to 
support pupils in school. Each morning a police 
officer will review all domestic abuse incidents that 
occur outside of school but which might have an 
impact on a child attending school the following day. 
Where children witnessed or were involved in a 
domestic abuse incident, and are aged between 4 
and 16 years old, the officer will send this information 
to Children’s Social Care Front Door Service Staff 
from the Front Door Service will send this information 
in a secure format to the identified Key Adults in 
school. Staff will then be in an informed position to 
offer appropriate support. If you have any further 
questions, please don’t hesitate to speak to Mrs 
Garbutt. Further details can be found on our school 
website under ‘Safeguarding’ information.  

Admissions to Primary School 
The closing date for applications to Primary school 
is: 14th January 2022  
We will be holding a parents’ meeting on Monday 
27th September at 4:30pm for any parents who 
wish to discuss the application process in more detail 
or need help to apply. This will be in the school hall. 
We look forward to seeing you then.  
 
Online applications are preferred. In exceptional 
circumstances, paper copies of the application form 
are available from your child’s school. Please click 
the link below for further information or to start you 
application:  
https://my.northtyneside.gov.uk/category/219/online-
school-applications 
 
Year Group Email Addresses 
During lockdown, we established individual year 
group email addresses, especially to communicate 
about Home Learning. These proved to be very 
popular and a good way of sharing messages and 
important information between home and school.  
We have kept these email addresses again this year, 
but removed the phrase ’Home Learning’. So the 
email address is now just the name of the year group 
followed by @stcolumbasprimary.co.uk e.g. 
Year 6 @stcolumabsprimary.co.uk 
Year 5 @stcolumbasprimary.co.uk 
Reception@stcolumbasprimary.co.uk 
If parents have any non-urgent information which 
they would like to pass to your child’s class teacher, 
please use this email system. These emails will be 
checked regularly, but might not be checked daily. If 
your message is urgent, please continue to contact 
the School Office via the usual methods of 
communication. Thank you.  
 
Community Clothing Scheme 
Parents will have noticed the large orange clothing 
bin which is located near the exit to the school car 
park.  
Please donate any good quality, pre-loved school 
uniforms here.  
The Clothing Scheme also take good quality adult 
clothing and small children’s toys (no glass).  
The bin will be emptied every Thursday. Please keep 
filling this with your donations. Thank you.  
To learn more about the Community School Clothing 
Scheme, please visit their website 
 
Playground Equipment  
A polite reminder that children are not allowed to 
play on the equipment in the yards before and after 
school. This is for their own safety. Thank you for 
your support in this matter.   
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