
Congratulations 
Well done to Jay in Y2 who has a fantastic trophy to 
celebrate his achievements in street dancing. Jay 
has been awarded with his Level 1 1st Rainbow 
Award.  
Congratulations to Oliver and Caiden in Y6 who have 
an amazing trophy to celebrate their team’s success 
at football. The boys play for Newcastle East End 
Under 10 Blues. They are the Europa League 
Winners for 2020 - 2021. Excellent team work boys! 
Well done to Kiren in Y2 and Alfie in Y1 who 
completed the Summer Wild World Heroes Reading 
Challenge. They have lovely medals and certificates 
for their superb reading and dedication.  
 
Some Wonderful News 
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Harman, in 
Year 3, is expecting her first child. Her baby is due in 
December.  
We are thrilled to share such wonderful news and 
wish Mr and Mrs Harman all the very best as they 
prepare for the arrival of their new baby.  
Obviously, in the current climate, Mrs Harman is 
having to be extremely careful and we know that the 
pupils and parents in Year 3 will help us to look after 
her and keep her safe. 
More details about Mrs Harman’s maternity leave 
and her replacement teacher will be announced in 
due course.  
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
This week attendance and punctuality have been 
AMAZING! Thank you so much to you all for such a 
tremendous start to the new academic year.  
Not one child has been late for school this week! 
Such an achievement. Keep going everyone! 
 
Home Time Arrangements 
Thank you so much to everyone for your patience 
and understanding this week.  
Our morning routines appear to be working 
smoothly. All children will enter school via the gate 
next to the Caretaker’s house, walk into school via 
class fire doors and parents will leave the premises 
via the Activity Centre.  
At home time, we need to reverse these routines 
where possible as children in Nursery and Reception 
need to be collected from 3:20pm. Children in Year 1 
- Year 6 can not be collected before 3:30pm due to 
the constraints of curriculum time.  
Therefore, at home time, to avoid any congestion, 
we would encourage parents to enter via the gates 
next to the Activity Centre, collect your child and 
leave via your nearest gate, even if this means 
walking back through the gate next to the Activity 
Centre. Thank you very much.  
 

Welcome Back! 
We hope you all had a fabulous summer and a well-
deserved rest. It is wonderful to see the children 
back at school again. They have been AMAZING this 
week and have settled so quickly, adapting to the 
routines and expectations with ease!  
Special congratulations must go to our Nursery and 
Reception classes, especially the children who are 
staying for a full day in Nursery now, they have been 
little super stars.  
Thank you so much to the staff who have worked so 
hard over the summer break, and over the course of 
this week, to prepare the school and classrooms for 
the return of the children.  
It has been a positive start. We look forward to the 
term ahead and hopefully implementing more of our 
usual routines and traditions at St. Columba's as the 
year goes on.  
 
A Message from Catering Services 
North Tyneside school meals use ParentPay as the 
main system for school meals in secondary, middle, 
and primary schools. 
All parents need to activate their ParentPay account, 
even if your child is entitled to universal free school 
meals in Reception, Year 1 and 2, to keep a check 
on their school meals balance and receive important 
updates about the service. A school meal costs 
£2.25 a day and all pupils in Year 3 and above must 
pay for school meals, unless you are entitled to a 
subsidy. To check eligibility for free school meals you 
must apply online at www.northtyneside.gov.uk and 
enter ‘free school meals’ in the search bar. If you 
don’t have an e-mail address, please call to register  
on (0191) 643 2288 choose option 3. If you have 
already applied, there is no need to apply again. 
ParentPay is managed by Catering Services, not 
school, so if you have any queries, please email 
parentpay@northtyneside.gov.uk. Thank you.  
 
Bikes and Scooters 
As space around school is limited and safety is a 
priority, please could we ask all children to push their 
bikes out of the premises rather than riding them. 
Thank you. 
 
Playground Equipment 
A polite reminder that children are not allowed to 
play on the equipment in the yards before and after 
school. This is for their own safety. Thank you. 
 
Water Bottles 
Please remember to send your child into school with 
a named water bottle each day. In an emergency, 
disposable paper cups are available but these are 
limited.  
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PE Days 
Routines for PE days will be the same as last year. 
All children need to come into school wearing their 
PE kit on their allocated days listed below.  
PE will be outside where possible, so please make 
sure that your child is dressed appropriately for the 
weather that day and is wearing suitable footwear: 
plain white or black trainers. 
As parents will appreciate, children will be wearing 
their PE Kit for the full day and completing English 
and Maths lessons as normal in the morning. 
Therefore, we are aiming to establish good routines, 
with appropriate kit. We are asking the children not 
to wear football strips, patterned clothing or thin 
cotton leggings.  They must also wear their school 
jumper on top of their PE Kit. Many thanks.  
 
We will be continuing our partnership with Newcastle  
United Foundation this year. They will be working 
throughout the school with different classes on a rota  
basis.  
We are delighted to announce that Connor, who 
worked with us last year, has been promoted within 
NUF. We wish him all the best for his future; we 
know he will be a huge success in his new role.  
We are happy to announce that Craig will now be 
working with the children every Thursday and Friday. 
 
PE days for this half term are as follows:  
 
Reception - Tuesday and Friday  
Year 1 - Wednesday and Friday  
Year 2 - Thursday and Friday  
Year 3 - Tuesday and Friday 
Year 4 - Thursday and Friday 
Year 5 - Friday  
Year 6 - Thursday 
 
Class Assemblies 
We are hoping to restart class assemblies again, on 
Friday mornings, in the school hall at 9:10am. 
However, there will be some safety limitations at 
present. Only 1 parent can attend per child and no 
other children will be in the hall watching the 
assembly. Further information will follow, but please 
save the following dates for this Autumn Term: 
Friday 1st October - Year 6 
Friday 22nd October - Year 5 
Friday 19th November - Year 4 
 

 
Thank you again for a really settled first week 
back.  
 
Have a wonderful 
weekend.  

 

Admissions to Primary and Secondary School 
Although we have only just returned to school, for 
those parents who have pupils in Nursery and Year 
6, important decisions need to made regarding 
applications for Primary and Secondary school for 
September 2022. 
  
From Thursday 9th September 2021 you can apply 
for your child’s school place online. You need to 
make an application through your ‘home’ Local 
Authority. This is the authority where you pay your 
Council Tax.  
The closing date for applications to Secondary 
school is: 31st October 2021  
More information from local secondary schools will 
be available on their school websites or will be 
emailed directly to Y6 parents. 
 
The closing date for applications to Primary school 
is: 14th January 2022  
We will hold a parents’ meeting later in the term for 
any parents who wish to discuss the application 
process in more detail or need help to apply. 
 
Online applications are preferred. In exceptional 
circumstances, paper copies of the application form 
are available from your child’s school. Please click 
the link below for further information or to start you 
application:  
https://my.northtyneside.gov.uk/category/219/online-
school-applications 
 
Breakfast Club and After School Club 
Our Breakfast Club and After School Club are up 
and running again.  
Breakfast Club is open from 7:30am onwards.  
After School Club closes at 5:45pm.  
The online booking system is now live. Please book 
your places as soon as possible. Unfortunately we 
are unable to accept children who have not been pre
-booked on the system. The online booking system 
closes at 7am for Breakfast Club and 3pm for After 
School Club. 
The prices have not changed - £3 for Breakfast Club 
(unless you are in receipt of Free School Meals) and 
£6 for After School Club.  
If parents would like any further information, please 
contact the school office.  
 
Residential Visit to High Borrans Y6 
Information regarding this residential visit was sent 
home to Y6 parents in July. If you have not yet 
confirmed your child’s place, please email 
school asap. If parents have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to ring school or speak to 
Miss Quinn. If anyone has any concerns about 
payment options, please contact Mrs Wallace.  
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