
Congratulations 
Well done to Joshua in Reception who has received 
a fantastic trophy for his footballing skills. Joshua 
plays for Hebburn Town Juniors.  
Congratulations to Jed in Y4 who was awarded 
‘Player of the Season’ in his U9 football presentation 
on Saturday for Wallsend Boys Club. A great 
achievement! 
Well done to Abbi in Y2 who has passed her exams 
in Street Dancing with flying colours! She completed 
a Level 2 dance for the Level 1 exam and passed 
with Distinction! Keep dancing Abbi. 
Congratulations to Florence in Y2 who is making 
tremendous progress with her piano lessons. She 
has recently completed her second piano book and 
her second theory book. Keep up the hard work 
Florence.  
Well done to Luke S in Y5 who received ‘Manager’s 
Player of the Season’ for his Sunday team at 
Benfield. A brilliant achievement! 
 
We are very proud of you all. Keep up the hard work.  
 
Charles Causley Young Person's  
Poetry Competition  
A message from the Causley Trust: 
 
We are delighted to announce the launch of the 2021 
Charles Causley Young Person’s Poetry 
Competition! 
The competition is open to all young people aged 5-
18. Entry is free, and prizes will include vouchers, 
books and other writing-related treats! Following the 
judges’ decisions, winners will be invited to a prize-
giving event hosted by our Patron, celebrated author 
Patrick Gale. 
Visit our website https://causleytrust.org and follow 
the links to the competition to find out how to enter. 
The theme of this year’s competition is Belonging. 
What does ‘Belonging’ mean to you? 
For some great tips on how to make the most of your 
poem, there are two interesting articles which could 
help with ideas on the Young Poets Network 
website, entitled ‘The Secret of Poetry Competitions’ 
and ‘Our top tips for submitting your work’. 
Remember that brilliant poets and writers come from 
all walks of life, so we encourage everyone to have a 
go and enter our competition! 
All entries must be written in English and sent in a 
compatible and secure Word or PDF format. Poems 
submitted by email must be sent via an approved 
and authorised email address. When receiving postal 
entries, The Charles Causley Trust is unable to 
provide notification of delivery. All poems must be 
accompanied by an entry form.  
To find out more about the competition, follow the 
link to our website https://causleytrust.org.  
Good luck to everyone, and we look forward to 
reading all of your inspiring and imaginative poems! 

Sacramental Preparation 
Congratulations to our final group of boys who made 
their First Holy Communion last Sunday. Well done 
to Caiden, Harry, John, Lucas, Luke S, Oliver and 
Ollie who all looked so smart. We hope you had a 
wonderful day with your families.  
On Thursday, our Y5 pupils celebrated their First 
Holy Communion in school, as a class altogether. 
They attended the 10:00am Parish Mass and had a 
party in the afternoon! Fun was had by all and there 
were lots of treats! A big thank you to Father David 
who bought a large celebration cake for the children 
to share.  
 
Our sincere thanks must go to everyone who has 
supported the children during their Sacramental 
Preparation: Father David, our team of Catechists, 
school staff, family members and the parish 
community. A big THANK YOU to Mrs Watson who 
has worked incredibly hard behind the scenes to 
ensure all of the plans went smoothly. 
We also say ’goodbye’ to Mrs Dodds who has 
worked tirelessly for years preparing many of our 
children on their Sacramental Preparation journey. 
Mrs Dodds will still be helping out but is retiring from 
her lead role. THANK YOU Margaret for your 
dedication, commitment and hard work over the 
years. We will miss you.  
  
A Plea from Reception 
If parents are having a clear out over the summer 
and have any of the following items, Mrs Rowan 
would be very grateful for your generous donations. 
These can be dropped off at the main office labelled 
for ‘Reception Class’.  
We are in urgent need of: 
 Boys jumpers, trousers, shorts and PE shorts 
 Girls skirts, dresses, tights and socks 
 Underwear for boys and girls 
Uniform between the ages of 3 to 6 years would be 
gratefully received.  
We also need donations of toys for the classroom 
please. Any of the following would be wonderful: 
* jigsaws   * dinosaurs 
* Barbie dolls  * stickle bricks 
* farm animals  * Popoids 
* Empty diaries or notebooks for the writing area 
We have plenty of books and construction sets. 
Unfortunately, we do not have room for any large 
toys but any donations of small toys would be 
gratefully received. Thank you for your support.  
 
WOW Walk of Fame 
We are delighted to announce that St. Columba’s 
have smashed the ‘Top Ten WOW Walk of Fame 
schools’ across the North East.  
The final results are being calculated, but on 
Wednesday, we were in 7th position. An amazing 
achievement out of all of the North East schools! 
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Prayer Competition 
Parents may remember that in the Spring term, we 
encouraged the children to enter a prayer 
competition. The theme was to ‘Write a prayer of 
hope for the pandemic’.  
We were astounded by how many children entered 
this competition and the Catholic Writers’ Guild were 
heartened by the faith and resilience of our young 
people throughout the Diocese.  
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
children who took time to write a prayer of hope. 
They will receive their certificates in school next 
week. 
Ashleigh, Kajetan,  Miley, Jed,    
Sophie, Zac,  Vertity, Sophia, 
Mollie, Jessica, Jayden Emily, 
Charlotte, Bogdan, Anna, Alfie. 
 
Procedures for September 
As parents may be aware, the Government have 
released guidance for schools in preparation for 
September which indicates that some of our current 
Covid safety systems and protocols can be relaxed.  
As we are all aware, the data and guidance from the 
Government could change drastically in the next 8 
weeks.  
At St. Columba’s, we are proposing that the return to 
school for pupils and parents in the first couple of 
weeks will be as we know it now: 
 Our one way system will still be in operation. 
 The children will still enter through their fire 

doors in the morning from 8:45am onwards. 
 Hand washing will still be crucial. 
 Separate toilet blocks will still be allocated for 

Pods. 
 The children will remain in Pods initially. 
It would seem unwise, at present, to plan for too 
many changes. This will be re-evaluated in 
September and any future decisions will be based on 
current data and information from Public Health at 
that time. If we make changes and begin to ‘relax’ 
routines, these will be planned from the week 
beginning 13th September onwards.  
Thank you for your understanding.  
 
School Zone—Being Active Challenge 
Research shows that physical activity can have a 
positive impact on young people’s mental health and 
wellbeing. To help pupils stay active this summer, 
Better Health has teamed up with Disney to create a 
‘Shake Up Toolkit’. This Disney, Pixar and Marvel 
inspired pack is filled with new and exciting 10 
Minute Shake Up games for families to enjoy 
together at home. From Olaf's Snowball Dodge to 
Black Widow's Secret Spy Mission, each game is 
designed by experts to help children master skills 
such as teamwork or coordination, but most 
importantly have fun and keep active over the 
summer. Click here to access the link to the pack.  

Class Photographs 
Tempest Photography have expressed their 
apologies for the delay in sending the proofs for the 
class photographs. These are now available to view 
online. Please follow the link to view your child’s 
class photo or find instructions for how to place an 
order: http://htmp.st/stcolumbas  
 
Sports Day / Activities Week 
This week has seen our celebration of ‘Pod’ sports 
days and activities. The children have had a fabulous 
time! I hope parents have managed to see some of 
the photographs on Seesaw.  
A huge THANK YOU must go to Connor from NUF 
who has supported the year group events and made 
our activities week fun and enjoyable for all the 
children. We even had a special visitor on Thursday! 
Monty the Magpie, who is the mascot at Newcastle 
United Football Club, flew in to visit the children to 
congratulate them for their hard work and 
achievements this week.  
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
The Summer Reading Challenge is back again. This 
provides free access to books with fun, creative 
activities during the holidays.  
Children can sign up through their local library to 
receive a Wild World Heroes collector poster. The 
children then borrow and read six library books of 
their own choice during the summer, collecting 
special stickers to complete their poster and extra 
incentives along the way.  
See the official Challenge website for more details. 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/  
 
Parent Pay 
A few parents have informed us that there have been 
problems with their Parent Pay accounts which are 
used to pay Catering Services for school dinners. It 
appears that extra charges may  have been taken 
accidentally. We are in the process of trying to find 
out more information for parents. In the meantime, 
we would advise you to check you Parent Pay 
accounts carefully over the weekend. If parents 
notice any additional charges, please contact 
Catering Services. If school have any further 
information, we will send an email to all parents next 
week.  
 
A Message from Northumbria Police 
Prevent  
The purpose of Prevent is to stop people from 
becoming drawn into or supporting terrorism. ACT 
EARLY is a website designed for the public, to 
inform and encourage them to 
make Prevent referrals if they have worries about 
their children, family or friends.  
For further information, please see the attached flyer 
or visit:  https://actearly.uk/   
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