
Durham



Location

County Durham is in north east of 
England.

It is a cathedral city and the county town of 
County Durham in North East England. The 
city lies on the River Wear, to the south-
west of Sunderland, south of Newcastle 
upon Tyne and to the north of Darlington.



Settlement

• These settlement are: Newton Aycliffe, Chester-le-Street, Durham 
City, Peterlee, Spennymoor, Bishop Auckland, Seaham, Shildon, Crook, 
Gilesgate, Ferryhill, Newton Hall, Murton, Consett, Horden, Deneside, 
Stanley, Barnard Castle, Brandon, Sacriston, Willington.



Barnard Castle in Teesdale is a historic market town which takes its 
name from the castle around which it grew.

Barnard Castle 

Set on a high rock above the River Tees, Barnard Castle takes its 
name from its 12th century founder, Bernard de Balliol. It was 
later developed by the Beauchamp family and then passed into 
the hands of Richard III.

With fantastic views over the Tees Gorge this fortress sits on 
the fringe of an attractive working market town also known as 
‘Barney’ so there is plenty to do for families on a day out. Try 
and spot Richard's boar emblem carved above a window in the 
inner ward or visit the 'sensory garden' of scented plants and 
tactile objects.

From the 14th century onwards, the castle belonged to the 
earls of Warwick, and from 1471 to 1485 to the Duke of 
Gloucester, later Richard III. After a fierce siege in 1569, when 
the castle was bombarded.



Spennymoor
Spennymoor is a town and civil parish in County Durham, 

England. It stands above the Wear Valley about 7 mi 

(11 km) south of Durham. The town was founded over 160 

years ago. The Town Council area, which includes the 

villages of Kirk Merrington, Middlestone Moor, Byers 

Green and Tudhoe.

The land on which Spennymoor now stands was once a 

vast expanse of moorland covered with thorn and whin

bushes (Spenny Moor). In 1336 its place-name was 

recorded as Spendingmor. The name is probably derived 

from the Old English or Old Norse spenning and mōr, 

meaning a moor with a fence or enclosure.

Despite the high levels of unemployment, the housing 

situation at last took an upturn in the 1930s when the 

Urban District Council began to use its wider powers to 

take action on unfit houses.



Physical Geography
Pennines

The Pennine system is often wrongly called a chain, but it 
is hardly even a range. Its hills are broken up into 
numerous short ranges by valleys (often called dales) cut 
back into them in every direction.

The Pennines, in fact, form a north and south watershed 
that determines the course of all the larger rivers in 
northern England. The Pennines are divided into two 
main sections by a gap formed by the Rivers Aire (flowing 
east) and Ribble (flowing west).



Human Geography
THIS   IS  UNIVERSIRE IN DURHAM

It was the first recognised university to open 

in England for more than 600 years, after 

Oxford and Cambridge, and is thus one of the 

institutions to be described as the third-

oldest university in England.

Durham Cathedral

Durham Cathedral was built between 

the late 11th and early 12th century to 

house the bodies of St. Cuthbert (634-

687 AD) (the evangeliser of Northumbria) 

and the Venerable Bede (672/3-735 AD).
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