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Settlements This is a list of settlements in 

County Durham by 

population based on the results of 

the 2011 census. The next United 

Kingdom census will take place 

in 2021. In 2011, there were 

26 built-up area subdivisions with 

5,000 or more inhabitants in County 

Durham, shown in the table below. 

This list does not include areas 

transferred from County Durham 

to Tyne and Wear in 1974, 

including Gateshead and Sunderla

nd, which would both be larger than 

the current largest settlement of 

Darlington



location
Durham is a cathedral city and 

the county town of Count 

Durham in North East England. The 

city lies on the River Wear, to the 

south-west of Sunderland, south 

of Newcastle upon Tyne and to the 

north of Darlington. Founded over the 

final resting place of St Cuthbert, 

its Norman cathedral became a centre

of pilgrimage in medieval England. 

The cathedral and adjacent 11th-

century castle were designated 

a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 

1986. The castle has been the home 

of Durham University since 1832. HM 

Prison Durham is also located close to 

the city centre. City of Durham is the 

name of the civil parish



Bishop AucklandBishop Auckland is a market town and civil parish in County Durham in north 

east England. It is located about 12 miles (19 km) northwest of Darlington, 12 

miles (19 km) southwest of Durham and 5 miles (8 km) southeast of Crook at 

the confluence of the River Wear with its tributary the River Gaunless. According 

to the 2001 census, Bishop Auckland has a population of 24,392, a 2016 

estimate showed an increase to 25,455.

Much of the town's early history surrounds the Bishops of Durham and the 

establishment of a hunting lodge, which later became the main residence of the 

Bishops of Durham. This link with the Bishops of Durham is reflected in the first 

part of the town's name. During the Industrial Revolution, the town grew rapidly 

as coal mining took hold as an important industry The subsequent decline of the 

coal mining industry in the late twentieth century has been blamed for a fall in the 

town's fortunes in other sectors. Today, the largest sector of employment in the 

town is manufacturing. Since 1 April 2009, the town's local government has come 

from the Durham County Council Unitary Authority. The unitary authority replaced 

the previous Wear Valley District Council and Durham County Council. Bishop 

Auckland is located in the Bishop Auckland   parliamentaryconstituency. With its 

mining history, it used to be a safe Labour seat, but flipped for 

the Conservatives with a sizeable majority for the first time in 2019 after the area 

had decisively voted to leave the European Union three years prior.

Bishop Auckland has a town-twinning with the French town of Ivry-sur-Seine The 

town. is also colloquially referred to as Bish Vegas, the origins of which are 

unclear.



Durham City
The name "Durham" comes from the Celtic element dun, 

signifying a hill fort and related to -ton, and old 

the Norse holme, which translates to island. The 

Lord Bishop of Durham takes a Latin variation of the city's 

name in his official signature, which is signed 

"N. Dunelm". Some attribute the city's name to the legend 

of the Dun Cow and the milkmaid who in legend guided 

the monks of Lindisfarne carrying the body 

of SaintCuthbert to the site of the present city in 995 

AD. Dun Cow Lane is said to be one of the first streets in 

Durham, being directly to the east of Durham Cathedral 

and taking its name from a depiction of the city's founding 

etched in masonry on the south side of the cathedral. The 

city has been known by a number of names throughout 

history. The original Nordic Dun Holm was changed 

to Duresme by the Normans and was known 

in Latin as Dunelm. The modern form Durham came into 

use later in the city's history. The north-eastern 

historian Robert Surtees chronicled the name changes in 

his History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of 

Durham but states that it is an "impossibility" to tell when 

the city's modern name came into being



Physical geography

Pennines, major upland mass forming a relief 
“backbone,” or “spine,” in the north of England, extending 
southward from Northumberland into Derbyshire. The 
uplands have a short, steep western slope and dip gently 
eastward. They are surrounded on the east, west, and 
south by the Vale of York, 
the Lancashire and Cheshire plains, and the valley of 
the River Trent, respectively. On the north, the Tyne Gap 
and Eden Valley separate the Pennines from the Cheviots 
and the Lake District mountains

https://www.britannica.com/place/England
https://www.britannica.com/place/Northumberland-county-England
https://www.britannica.com/place/Derbyshire
https://www.britannica.com/place/Lancashire-county-England
https://www.britannica.com/place/Cheshire-county-England
https://www.britannica.com/place/River-Trent
https://www.britannica.com/place/Vale-of-Eden
https://www.britannica.com/place/Lake-District-region-and-national-park-England


Human geography

Throughout history, County Durham has been 
important to settlers from the Romans to the Anglo-
Saxons and the Normans .   

The average age of people in County Durham is about 42 years 
old. 


