
Staffing 
We are delighted to announce that, following her 
gradual return to work, Miss O’Connor will now be 
back in Nursery, full-time, from Monday 8th March. 
Mrs Davidson’s last day in Nursery will be today. 
From next week, Mrs Davidson and Mrs Maddison 
will be working alongside each other in Year 1 so 
that a gradual handover can take place. Although 
Mrs Maddison will be working in school until Easter, 
her last day of close contact in the classroom with 
the pupils will be Friday 12th March. Thank you for 
your understanding at this time.  
A tremendous THANK YOU to all of the staff in 
school who have worked incredibly hard over these 
last few weeks adjusting to the new routines and way 
of life that we have found ourselves in. Thank you so 
much to Mrs Craggs for all of her organisation with 
the weekly registers! As always, everyone has 
worked with diligence and care.  We are very grateful 
for their dedication to our community here at St. 
Columba’s.  
I know the staff are all really looking forward to 
seeing the children back on Monday. We can’t wait 
to have a full school again!  
 
School Uniform 
Please remember to adhere to our School Uniform 
Policy, especially the sections on appropriate 
footwear, hair styles, (no dyed hair), wearing make-
up, smart watches or jewellery. Thank you.  
 
PE Kit 
Please remember that your child needs to come into 
school wearing their PE kit on their allocated days 
listed below. These are your child’s PE days up to 
the Easter holidays. 
PE will be outside where possible, so please make 
sure your child is warm enough and is wearing 
appropriate footwear.  
Mrs Iliadou would like Y3 and Y4 to bring in their 
wellies again as they did before Christmas. Y3 will 
need wellies on a Wednesday and Y4, will need 
them on a Thursday.  
 
PE will begin this coming week. Many thanks. 
 
Reception - Tuesday and Friday 
Year 1 - Tuesday and Friday 
Year 2 - Friday 
Year 3 - Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
Year 4 - Thursday 
Year 5 - Friday 
Year 6 -  Thursday  
 
Message for Y3 only: as NUF are catching up on 
some missed sessions, Y3 will be split into groups 
on a Thursday and Friday and complete a carousel 
of PE activities until Easter.  

Full Re-Opening of School 
As parents will be aware, school opens to ALL pupils 
on Monday 8th March. Attendance is compulsory. 
On Wednesday evening, an important letter was sent 
via email detailing the safety procedures and 
protocols that are in place for full reopening. If you 
haven’t already done so, please make sure you read 
this information carefully. Some of it has changed 
slightly from the letter sent home in September.   
On Thursday, links were added to each year group’s 
Seesaw account for a Parent and Pupil survey. 
These surveys should only take a couple of minutes 
to complete and will really help us to prepare for the 
children’s return. We would be very grateful if you 
could find a few minutes this weekend to complete 
these.  Thank you. 
Sincere thanks must go to you all for your support, 
kind messages and emails over the last few weeks. 
It has been a difficult time for everyone concerned 
but we look to a brighter few weeks ahead hoping 
that, with caution and care, the Government’s plans 
will steadily come to fruition.  
Have a wonderful weekend - roll on Monday!  
 
A Message from Nexus 
Nexus and bus operators are working hard to make 
sure that parents can have confidence when pupils 
need to travel by public transport to and from 
schools. They are providing extra vehicles and 
drivers across Tyne and Wear, following familiar 
routes with the highest demand, to improve social 
distancing and ensure children can get to and from 
school safely. There will be extra buses on many 
services near schools. These will include buses on 
busy routes so pupils can travel separately to other 
passengers. In many cases bus companies are 
providing duplicate vehicles immediately behind a 
normal bus to provide segregation for pupils. In 
these cases, pupils will be directed to board the 
following vehicles which will have the letter ‘S’ 
displayed alongside the route number. Pupils may 
need to pay on the normal bus then walk round to 
the duplicate vehicle.  
Pupils using public transport should use a 
contactless card or have exact change to make their 
journey – some operators also have mobile phone 
ticket apps that allow gifting from parents to a child's 
account; check operator websites for details. 
Anyone using public transport should follow standard 
public health advice – washing hands thoroughly 
throughout the day, wearing a face covering if aged 
over 11 and not exempt, and not travelling if they 
have symptoms of Covid-19. Ensure you maintain 
social distancing, where possible, including at busy 
entrances, exits, under canopies, bus stops, 
platforms or outside of stations. 
You can find general advice to families at 
www.nexus.org.uk/covid-secure.  
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Ten Ten Learning 
A reminder to parents that, following our parent 
consultation in July 2020 regarding the Relationships 
Education programme ‘Life to the Full’, it was agreed 
we would adopt the TenTen programme across the 
whole school from September 2020. This 
programme supports Relationship Education within 
the context of our Catholic ethos.  
Lessons have already begun using this programme 
as stated on the Iona Star in November 2020. 
However, a reminder of some key points are as 
follows: 
* We will begin learning names of human body parts 
in Key Stage 1, including genitalia (in Year 2), in line 
with the teaching material outlined in ‘Life to the Full’.  
*We will begin the teaching of puberty in Year 4 at an 
age appropriate level, in line with the teaching 
material outlined in ‘Life to the Full’.  
* We can offer access to a parental portal so that 
parents can review and engage with the content of 
the relationships curriculum at home, alongside the 
children’s learning at school.  
* We will teach about sexual intimacy in Year 6, in a 
way that is respectful to Catholic beliefs, as shown in 
the consultation video ‘Making Babies part 2’. 
* We will teach a sensitive introduction to 
pornography in Upper Key Stage Two, from an 
internet safety perspective, as shown in the 
consultation video ‘Seeing Stuff Online’. 
* We will offer all parents in Year 5 and Year 6 an 
opportunity to view relevant material again, prior to 
the teaching of these units after Easter.  
If parents have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher, Miss 
Quinn or Mrs Garbutt. Many thanks.  
 
A Message from the NSPCC 
Welcome to the second instalment of our virtual 
‘Speak out. Stay Safe.’ assembly! This session 
features special guest appearances from Ant and 
Dec and David Walliams.  
To find out more about the NSPCC’s ‘Speak out, 
Stay safe’ schools programme, please click here: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/service...  
To watch the second instalment of the assembly, 
please click here: 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=JwrnbkYy1nY 
 
CAFOD 10, 000 Steps Challenge 
During Lent, we are encouraging pupils to ‘walk for 
water’ for CAFOD’s Water Aid challenge.  
This is 10, 000 steps a day for 40 days.  
This is something CAFOD are encouraging each 
family to consider, especially as the weather 
improves into the Spring (hopefully!) The instructions 
for how to sign up found here:  
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/ 
 

Seesaw Permissions 
The engagement with Seesaw has been wonderful 
to see over the last few weeks. Staff, pupils and 
parents have found this an excellent tool for 
communicating with each other and viewing the 
amazing work that the children have been 
completing. We will continue to use Seesaw over the 
coming months to support the curriculum in school 
and as a place to store evidence of practical work 
and activities.  
Sometimes pictures or recordings may be made of 
the children completing group work and, as a result, 
may appear in multiple pupils’ folders. As parents are 
aware, you can only view your own child’s folder 
using the QR code provided from school, however, 
parents  will see any uploaded group activities of 
multiple pupils.  
Parents can read more about Seesaw’s strong 
privacy promises here:  
https://web.seesaw.me/privacy 
 
If parents DO NOT give consent for their child’s work 
in class to be uploaded to Seesaw, please email the 
School Office as soon as possible. Uploads may 
include photos, videos, worksheets, drawings and 
voice recordings.  
If parents DO NOT give consent for their child to be 
photographed or recorded in a group activity, please 
email the School Office as soon as possible. Many 
thanks. 
 
Sacramental Preparation  
Father David met with Mrs Garbutt, Mrs Watson and 
Mrs Dodds this week to discuss the Sacramental 
Preparation programme. We are aware that Y5 are 
yet to make their Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
the Eucharist and Y4 also need to begin their 
preparations. Plans have been made to move 
forward from here! A letter will be sent home to 
parents in Y5 and Y4 next week explaining more. 
Many thanks for your understanding.  
 
Express Yourself North East  
A Festival of Languages 
The North East Festival of Languages is a 
celebration of the diverse languages, cultures and 
communities in the region and our connections with 
the world. Festival Week is from 22nd to 26th March 
2021. However, a wide range of free language and 
culture-related activities and resources are available 
now, with live events and workshops running in 
Festival Week.  
There are workshops on different world languages 
and cultures. Live events online during the festival 
week include language taster sessions (13 
languages to choose from) and Linguacuisine 
(language and cooking).   
Please see the additional information attached to the 
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