
Staffing 
We are delighted to welcome Miss O'Connor back to 
school after her operation. We are very pleased to 
report that her operation was a success and she is 
recovering well. Miss O’Connor and Mrs Davidson 
will be working together again next week to aid Miss 
O’Connor’s gradual return to work. 
 
As you are aware, Mrs Maddison will be leaving us 
very shortly to start her maternity leave and exciting 
new chapter with her family. We are delighted to 
announce that Mrs Davison, who covered Miss 
O’Connor’s period of absence, will remain with us at 
St. Columba’s and cover Mrs Maddison's maternity 
leave. We are thrilled that she is remaining as part of 
our team.  
Again, Mrs Maddison and Mrs Davidson will be 
working together for a period of time so that a 
gradual handover can take place. Mrs Maddison 
officially starts her maternity leave after Easter, 
however, for her own safety at this time, Mrs Davison 
will begin to lead more of the close contact with the 
pupils in Y1 over the next few weeks.  
 
World Book Day 
On Thursday 4th March, we will be celebrating World  
Book Day. The children can come into school, or 
stay at home wearing their pyjamas that day!  The 
children will receive their £1 book token on their 
return to school on 8th March. 
Activity grids will be sent out via Home Learning 
addresses and the children can choose their 
favourite World Book Day activities to complete. 
Have fun everyone. We look forward to seeing your 
photos on Seesaw! 
 
A Message from the NSPCC 
Welcome to the second instalment of our virtual 
‘Speak out. Stay Safe.’ assembly! This session 
features special guest appearances from Ant and 
Dec and David Walliams.  
To find out more about the NSPCC’s ‘Speak out, 
Stay safe’ schools programme, please click here: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/service...  
To watch the second instalment of the assembly, 
please click here: 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=JwrnbkYy1nY 
 
CAFOD 10, 000 Steps Challenge 
During Lent, we are encouraging pupils to ‘walk for 
water’ for CAFOD’s Water Aid challenge.  
This is 10, 000 steps a day for 40 days.  
This is something CAFOD are encouraging each 
family to consider, especially as the weather 
improves into the Spring (hopefully!) The instructions 
for how to sign up found here:  
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/ 
 

Full Re-Opening of School 
As parents will be aware, on Monday night the 
Government announced that all children in Primary 
schools will return to school on Monday 8th March 
2021. Attendance will be compulsory. 
I will be writing to parents next week with more 
details as to the procedures and protocols we will be 
putting in place. As with all of our decisions and 
actions over the last 11 months, the safety of our 
pupils, staff and community is paramount and always 
at the forefront of any changes we implement to 
school routines.  
School will be organised in exactly the same way as 
it was in the Autumn term from September to 
December 2020. 
 The children will remain in their Pods. 
 Children will play in their separate Pods on the 

yard and lunches will be staggered in the Hall. 
 Pods will be allocated separate toilets. 
 Assemblies and Masses will be delivered 

virtually.  
 Regular handwashing will continue at set 

intervals during the day and hand sanitiser will 
be regularly available. 

 Respiratory hygiene is crucial. 
 Staff will continue to use PPE gear and wear 

face masks / visors as and when necessary. 
 Parents MUST wear face coverings when on 

the premises (unless exempt). 
 The gates will be open from 8:45am - 9:00am 

and from 3:15pm - 3:30pm to allow parents to 
drop off and collect their children from 
classroom fire doors using the one way system 
in operation. There will be no lining up on the 
yard. 

 Breakfast Club (in Hall) and After School Club 
(in Activity Centre) will be open again from 
Monday 8th March. They will also operate with 
the same safety measures and routines in 
place. 

 Children will continue to come into school in 
their PE kit on their allocated PE days.  

 Resources brought in from home must be 
limited to essential items only.  

 Children will sit in rows in their classrooms 
from Y2 upwards.  

 Nursery will be open with pupils attending 
either the Morning Nursery session, or 
Afternoon Nursery session for 15 hours only. A 
separate letter will be sent to Nursery parents 
next week as well.  

 Staff will continue to take their twice weekly 
lateral flow tests and Track and Trace will 
continue if positive results are reported 
amongst staff or pupils.  

We hope this helps with any initial queries. More 
information will follow. Thank you for your support.  
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