
Illness and Absence 
The best way to stop the spread of any virus is to 
keep children at home if they are unwell, including 
those pupils of Critical Workers.  
In these unprecedented times, please can we ask all 
parents to keep your child at home if they feel 
unwell. This is an important step in protecting 
pupils and staff in school. Please then phone the 
school office, as usual. 
If your child is displaying symptoms of Coronvirus, 
they need to be tested. Please inform school of the 
outcome of the test in case further steps need to be 
implemented across school. Please don’t forget that 
our Covid alerts helpline is always checked during 
the evening, at weekends and during holiday periods 
so parents can contact us about positive results in an 
emergency. Please email:  
covidalerts@stcolumbasprimary.co.uk  
If the test result is negative, the children can return to 
school as soon as they feel better.  
If children become unwell at school, parents will be 
contacted immediately and asked to come and 
collect your child.  
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Current Guidance and Restrictions 
Thank you to those parents who have been 
incredibly supportive in helping us to restrict the 
number of contacts in school, therefore helping 
us to reduce potential transmission and keep 
pupils and staff safe.  Just a reminder from the 
current guidance: 
Whilst schools are attended by vulnerable children 
and the children of critical workers only, where 
possible schools should keep group sizes small. 
The advice is that pupils should try to keep 1m apart 
from each other and staff keep 2m apart from other 
staff and pupils. This obviously has capacity issues 
for space within classrooms and the building.  
Schools should speak to parents and carers to 
identify who needs to go to school.  
Parents and carers who are critical workers should 
keep their children at home if they can. (page 25) 
Parents who have booked places for next week will 
have received an information email or telephone call 
from school this afternoon.  
 
Thank you from the Parish Community 
Following the Christmas goodie bags for the 
housebound in our community which Y6 delivered 
before Christmas, we have received a number of 
cards and thank you messages from residents.  
Well done Y6, you spread such wonderful Christmas 
cheer and made a real difference to those in our 
Parish community.  
 
 

Happy New Year! 
We hope you have all had a peaceful Christmas and 
managed to celebrate with your immediate family. 
I’m sure it was a very different Christmas for all of us 
but we hope you managed a well deserved rest! 
The staff and governors at St. Columba’s would like 
to wish you all a very Happy New Year and best 
wishes for 2021! 
It certainly hasn’t been the start to the year that we 
had hoped for, but if we all work together for a little 
longer, hopefully we will see a more positive outlook 
moving into the spring.    
The staff would like to say thank you so much once 
again to all parents and pupils for your generous 
Christmas gifts, good wishes, cards and donations to 
charity.  
Thank you for your continued support at this difficult 
and challenging time; it is very much appreciated.  
 
Congratulations! 
Amid the ever changing world that we live in at the 
moment, we have some wonderful news to share 
with you at St. Columba’s.  
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Maddison in 
Year 1 is expecting her first child. The baby is due in 
April. Just to clarify that is Mrs Maddison One! 
We are thrilled to share such wonderful news and 
wish Mr and Mrs Maddison all the very best as they 
prepare for the arrival of their new baby.  
Obviously, in the current climate, Mrs Maddison is 
having to be extremely careful and we know that the 
pupils and parents in Year 1 will help us to look after 
Mrs Maddison and keep her safe. 
More details about Mrs Maddison’s maternity leave 
and her replacement teacher will be announced in 
due course.  
 
Home Learning 
Today is the end of the third day of Home Learning. 
We hope you have all managed to access the emails 
from your child’s class teacher. From Monday 11th, 
parents and pupils can begin to use Seesaw to 
upload evidence of work, receive feedback from staff 
and access pre-recorded teaching videos and other 
resources from teachers.  
Attached to the Iona Star tonight, is a helpful guide 
explaining how to upload multiple photos to Seesaw. 
As always, if there are any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 
 
Thank you from The Osborne Trust 
We have received a lovely thank you card from The 
Osborne Trust thanking all for the kind donations 
following our Christmas sing-a-long events. Our 
fundraising efforts will help the charity to continue to 
support children affected by the diagnosis of a 
parents’ cancer. Well done everyone! 
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