
Negative Test Results 
Thank you to all parents for your support with 
regards to COVID-19 testing arrangements. Parents 
are very good at keeping us informed when children 
or family members have to go for a test. 
Could we please ask parents to let us know the 
outcome of the test result even when it is negative 
and even if it is for another member of your 
household, before returning to school. It helps us to 
respond to questions or queries in a timely manner. 
Thank you for your support in this matter.  
 
A Letter from North Tyneside Council 
Attached to the Iona Star tonight is a letter to 
parents/carers from the Assistant Director for 
Education. This is for your information.  
 
Thank you! 
A huge thank you to all parents of Critical Worker or 
Vulnerable children for your prompt responses every 
Thursday when we send out our booking email 
requesting places for the following week. 
A quick reply is so helpful and means that we can 
confirm places and the specific days needed by 
Friday. 
Thank you for your flexibility and understanding. 
School is very  busy. So far, we are just about 
managing to keep the daily numbers to an amount 
which maintains safe and necessary distancing for 
all pupils and staff.  
 
Home Learning 
Thank you and congratulations to all pupils for your 
amazing Home Learning photographs and videos on 
Seesaw. You are all working so hard at home and 
we are really proud of you! 
It looks like lots of you are having so much fun at 
home completing Science experiments, PE activities 
and of course, super English and Maths work! 
It is also wonderful to see your smiling faces on our 
daily ‘Teams Meets’. You are keeping us all smiling 
in school.  
 
Well done to Mums and Dads too. We know that for 
many of you, Home Learning is a new way of 
working! We really do appreciate all of the support 
that you are giving to the children in order to help 
them to keep practising their skills during Lockdown. 
Please remember, only do what you can! We 
appreciate that many parents are also trying to work 
from home and juggle many responsibilities. Keep 
going everyone! We can do this ☺ 
 
Please remember to check your emails each 
morning as an explanation of the work for the day is 
sent by 9am. If any parents need to update their 
email contact address, please ring the school office.  

A Message from Catering Services 
Following a review of pupil numbers in schools over 
the last two weeks, Catering Services are reopening 
their school kitchens so hot dinners can be provided 
once again on the premises.  
This will start for all pupils accessing care in school 
from Monday 18th January.  
All pupils who are entitled to: 
 a Universal Free School Meal (Reception, Year 

1 and Year 2),  
 a Free School Meal (eligibility criteria)  
 or if parents pay via JOINOS for hot dinners for 

pupils in KS2,  
can access a school dinner as normal.  
If your child would still prefer to bring a packed lunch 
from home, that is not a problem.  
 
Catering Services changed their menu for the New 
Year. The new menu was sent to all parents, on 
email, on 18th December 2020.  
It can also be found on our school website by 
clicking this link:  
https://www.stcolumbasprimary.co.uk/virtual-office/
catering/menus/ 
We will be starting on Week 2 of the new menu. The 
full menu is on offer, as published. Many thanks.  
 
Writing Competition  
The North East Catholic Writers’ Guild has run an 
English competition (with prizes)  for schoolchildren 
in memory of Fr. Michael Finnigan for many years 
now.  
 
This year, they have chosen a spiritual theme for the 
writing competition.  

“Compose a prayer of hope for this  
difficult time”.  

 
The prayer has to be a maximum 20 lines. The lines 
don`t have to rhyme. The competition is open for all 
8-10 year-olds.  
Please include your age, name, address and phone 
number with your prayer and send to:  
 
Veronica Whitty, Secretary,  
Catholic Writers` Guild (NE)  
51, Queen`s Crescent,  
Wallsend, NE28 8DW   
 
Or e-mail: veronicawhitty@hotmail.com  
 
The deadline for entries is: April 8th, 2021  
 
NB: Entries excludes anyone related to any member 
of the Guild or related to anyone connected with the 
Northern Cross.  
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