
Individual Photographs 
On Monday 23rd November, Tempest Photography 
will be in school taking the children’s individual 
photographs. They will follow social distancing 
guidelines, protocols and procedures.  
We have been advised by Tempest they will not be 
able to take photographs of siblings together at this 
time or family photographs of younger siblings before 
school. Thank you for your understanding.  
Tempest recognise that families with more than one 
sibling in school may have an increased cost this 
year as only individual photographs can be 
purchased. They are therefore offering a discount if 
parents with siblings need to order individual photos. 
These must be ordered using their online order form. 
More information will follow.   
 
Children in Need 
Many thanks to you all for your contributions and 
support for Children in Need last Friday. We raised 
an amazing £325.10. Well done and thank you! 
 
An Important Reminder 
As stated on the Iona Star on 6th November, please 
DO NOT send your child into school if parents are 
aware that someone in their household has 
developed symptoms of coronavirus and is awaiting 
the outcome of a COVID-19 test.  
We have had several instances in the last few weeks 
of children being collected during the school day as a 
parent has received a positive result via email.  
If you are awaiting the outcome of a test result, the 
advice is that everyone in the household must isolate 
until the outcome is known.  
 
The information shared on 6th November stated: 
It is vitally important that parents follow these points 
if someone in your household has COVID-19 
(coronavirus) symptoms. In this instance: 
• Your child should not attend school. 
• The household member with symptoms should get 
a test. 
• The whole household self-isolates while waiting for 
test result. 
• Parents must inform school immediately about the 
test results. 
Your child can only come back to school when the 
household member’s test is negative, and your child 
does not have COVID-19 symptoms.  
Many thanks for your support in this matter.  
 
Issues with Traffic Lights on Station Road 
Please be aware that the green lights on the 
pedestrian crossing outside of our school are not 
working correctly. This has been reported to North 
Tyneside Council. Pupils in Y5 and Y6 have been 
told to take extra care if they walk home on their own 

Christmas Gifts for School Staff 
Staff are always incredibly grateful for the thank you 
presents and gifts they receive at Christmas and the 
end of the school year. 
However, in discussion with all staff in school, we 
feel that, as a community, we are in a very different 
position at this current time. 
Many families are struggling financially due to the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and  all families 
are finding difficulty accessing their regular range of 
shops in the current Lockdown situation. 
 
Therefore, we wish to alleviate some of the 
pressures families may be feeling at this time by 
saying please do not feel the need to buy gifts for the 
staff in school this Christmas! 
If any families would like to offer a gift in thanks, we 
would encourage parents to make a donation to a 
charity of their choice.  
 
If any families are looking for a local charity to 
support, The BAY Foodbank are currently asking for 
donations of the following: 
 
*Gifts for teenagers (such as Lynx sets, nail polish 
sets or big bags of chocolates such as Celebrations). 
The BAY Foodbank have plenty of gifts for younger 
children, but are always short for teenagers. 
*Hats, gloves and socks for men, disposable razor 
blades, shaving foam, shower gel. 
*Any little gifts that could be added to a parcel, 
Christmas treats, and hygiene products (not feminine 
hygiene) but gifts such as shampoo, soap, shower 
gel, toothpaste, cleaning materials, washing powder 
etc. 
*Jam, marmalade, tinned meat, tinned fish, custard, 
rice pudding. 
The BAY Foodbank say they have plenty of pasta, 
beans, soup, tinned tomatoes etc so would prefer to 
receive a greater variety in the run up to Christmas 
where possible. 
*Donations of money, as they buy fresh fruit and 
vegetables, bread and milk to go out each week with 
every parcel. 
 
If any parents wish to make a donation to The BAY 
Foodbank as a ‘thank you’, donations can be can be 
brought into school or taken directly to one of their 
drop off points - information on their website at 
www.theBAYfoodbank.org.uk 
 
The BAY Foodbank are looking to make up 
Christmas parcels as soon as possible, so would 
welcome donations by early December.  
Donations can be brought in to school up to 4th 
December. Many thanks for your understanding, 
thoughtfulness and generosity at this time.   
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