
Operation Encompass  
A reminder to all parents that St. Columba’s is an 
‘Operation Encompass’ school.  
The purpose of Operation Encompass is to 
safeguard and support children and young people 
who have been involved in a domestic abuse 
incident. Following an incident at home, children will 
often arrive at school distressed, upset and 
unprepared for the day.  
North Tyneside Council, the police and nominated 
Key Adults in school (Mrs Garbutt, Miss Quinn and 
Mrs McGrady) work together to make sure that 
school staff are made aware of an incident early 
enough to support pupils in school.  
Each morning a police officer will review all domestic 
abuse incidents that occur outside of school but 
which might have an impact on a child attending 
school the following day. Where children witnessed 
or were involved in a domestic abuse incident, and 
are aged between 4 and 16 years old, the officer will 
send this information to Children’s Social Care Front 
Door Service  
Staff from the Front Door Service will send this 
information in a secure format to the identified Key 
Adults in school. Staff will then be in an informed 
position to offer appropriate support.  
If you have any further questions, please don’t 
hesitate to speak to Mrs Garbutt. Further information 
can be found on our school website.  
 
Station Road 
Could we please ask all parents to speak to their 
children about road safety, particularly when 
crossing Station Road. As we know from past 
experiences, it is a very busy road, especially at drop 
off / pick up times. Year 5 and Year 6 have been 
reminded in class about the importance of taking 
care when crossing the road, especially as many of 
them are now walking to / from school on their own. 
Please help to look after each other! 
 
Could we also remind all parents to park as carefully 
as possible on Station Road taking into consideration 
resident’s driveways. Many thanks for your help and 
support in this matter.  
 
Climbing Frame in Nursery / Reception Garden 
A polite reminder that the climbing frames in the 
EYFS play areas are out of bounds after school. 
Please do not allow your child to use this equipment 
at 3:30pm.  
There are two main reasons for this: 1. it is not 
manned by school staff at this time and school 
cannot accept responsibility for accidents. 
2. Pods are mixing on this equipment which is not 
safe in the current climate.  
Thank you for your help and support in this matter. 

Some Amazing News 
After last week’s Iona Star was filled with important 
updates regarding COVID-19, we are delighted to 
report some happy news for a change! 
 
Many of you will know Evie who is in KS1. Evie is an 
amazing little girl who has been through many health 
difficulties in her life so far. She has had operations 
and long stays in hospital and has needed lots of 
specialist treatment.  
Evie has overcome so many challenges with such 
resilience and determination. She has brought a 
sparkle to her class and joy to our school community. 
  
This year, Evie was determined to run the Junior 
Great North Run. When her parents asked her which 
of the charities who have helped her she would like 
to run for, Evie said “St. Columba’s” as she loves 
being able to come to school!  
It was so disappointing that the Great North Run 
could not happen his year, however Evie was still 
determined to complete her mile and raise money for 
her school. So, we are delighted to announce that 
Evie has run one mile for St. Columba’s!!  
This is such a tremendous achievement for a little 
girl with such complicated medical problems. We are 
so proud of you, Evie! 
 
Evie enjoyed her run so much, she is going to do a 
little run on the field one day next week to show her 
classmates what a talented runner she is! 
If any parents would like to donate to Evie’s Just 
Giving page, the link is as follows: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/evie-
meachen-1 Or log in to Just Giving and search 
for Evie Meachen. The Just Giving page will be open 
for another couple of weeks. We will then be able to 
let parents know the final total and we will inform 
everyone as to how the funds are going to be spent - 
with Evie’s help of course!  
 
A tremendous THANK YOU to all staff, parents and 
Evie’s friends and family who have already donated. 
Evie has exceeded her target! The biggest THANKS 
must go to Evie for her energy, enthusiasm and love 
for school that keeps us all smiling everyday!  
 
Breakfast Club and After School Club 
Breakfast Club is open from 7:30am - 8:45am. 
After School Club is open from 3:30pm - 5:45pm.  
Please do not arrive outside of these times. Could 
we also remind all parents that pupils must be 
booked into these clubs in advance. We cannot 
accept pupils turning up on the day, especially under 
the new rules and regulations. The online booking 
system closes at  7am for Breakfast Club and 3pm 
for After School Club. Thank you for your support.  
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