
‘Close Contact’ 
It is worth noting that a Close Contact, identified by 
Public Health England, is an individual who has had 
contact with the infected person in the 48 hour period 
prior to the start of their symptoms. There are 4 
main criteria that Public Health England work 
through but a Close Contact also has to have been 
within 1 metre or 2 metres of the infected person for 
certain periods of time. The analysis of this takes 
some time and discussion to work through! 
In the case of older pupils and adults, it is easier to 
ascertain how long they have been within 1 metre or 
2 metres of the infected person. In the older classes, 
pupils are also sitting in rows for all lessons and 
lunches so distances can be worked out easily 
based on each classes rigid seating plans. It is for 
this reason that the whole of Y6 have not had to self-
isolate.  
In younger classes, it is not possible to keep the 
children in rows for the full day or limit their close 
contact at break times and lunchtimes. It is therefore 
likely that in the event of  a positive test result in 
EYFS, KS1 or even lower KS2, the whole class will 
probably have to self-isolate.  
However, please have confidence in the fact that, as 
a school,  we work incredibly closely with Public 
Health England and are guided by them! 
 
Illness and Absence 
Many children are feeling the effects of colds and flu 
like symptoms at this time of year; especially as they 
have all come back together again after such a long 
period of time at home.  
We fully appreciate parents difficulties in 
distinguishing between Covid-19 symptoms and a 
general cough or cold. Some guidance has been 
produced from Public Health England and is 
attached to this email. It may help! 
 
If you feel that your child is suffering from symptoms 
of Covid-19, is awaiting a test result or is needing to 
self-isolate, this is coded differently within our 
registers and is an approved absence. If your child is 
ill with a general cough or cold, or has any other 
illness, they will receive an authorised mark for 
‘illness’ as usual. 
 
In the event that parents are certain that their child 
has symptoms of Covid-19 and are waiting to book 
at test but are unable to get one, the advice from 
Public Health England is that the child needs to self-
isolate for 10 days and can then return to school as 
long as they are well enough. Any other siblings or 
family members would need to self isolate for the full 
14 days. If parents need any further clarification, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the School Office.  
 

Covid-19 Updates 
As parents are aware, this week started with the 
news regarding a positive case of Covid-19 in Year 
6. This resulted in several pupils and members of 
staff needing to self-isolate for 14 days from the time 
the pupil first started to show symptoms.  
There have been no further cases of positive test 
results in Year 6, or any other year groups in school 
since Monday.  
I thought it may be helpful to outline the process 
school has to go through in the event of a positive 
case being identified: 
 
1.Parent or staff member informs Headteacher of a 
positive result 
2.School makes contact with Public Health England 
who return their call as soon as possible. This may 
not be an immediate response, depending upon how 
busy their team is at that present time.  
3.Public Health England ask several questions, 
based upon a thorough risk assessment and work 
with the school to identify who has had ‘Close 
Contact’ with the infected individual. There are 4 
main criteria which need to be met. 
4.Once Public Health are satisfied that all Close 
Contacts have been identified, the school takes 
responsibility for contacting all individuals concerned. 
5.School began by phoning all of the Close Contacts 
identified in Y6 initially, as these pupils and staff 
needed to be sent home to self-isolate asap. 
5.School then contacted the rest of the parents in Y6 
to inform them of the positive case, but to say that 
their child had not been identified as a Close Contact 
by Public Health England.  
6.Follow up letters are then emailed to all concerned. 
  
I would like to begin by thanking all parents in Year 6 
for their support, understanding and quick response 
to our phone calls. This helped to make an incredibly 
difficult and anxious situation calmer for all 
concerned.  
As a learning point, could we please ask all parents 
to refrain from posting anything on social media until 
school have had the chance to contact all relevant 
parties. As parents in other classes became aware of 
the situation in school, we had phone calls from 
parents in EYFS and KS1 classes concerned for the 
welfare of their children. This is perfectly 
understandable, but unfortunately blocked the phone 
lines and prevented school staff contacting parents 
of pupils in Year 6 as quickly as they could.  
If this happens again, please could we ask all 
parents not to share information on social media, 
which could be misleading, until school have had the 
time to deal with the situation in the appropriate 
manner. Many thanks for your support in this matter.  
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Flu Vaccinations 
The Nasal Flu Vaccination programme will take 
place, in school, on Thursday 24th September in the 
morning.  
Flu Vaccination consent forms were posted to 
parents’ home addresses by the Immunisation Team 
at Northumbria Healthcare. Many parents have 
already completed these and returned the forms 
directly to the Immunisation Team. Although we are 
aware that there may have been a delay in the 
processing of some of these forms. 
If the team have not received your child’s consent 
for, Mrs Craggs sent an email to parents directly. 
The forms can be returned to school on Monday 
morning, 21st September by 9am the latest.   
The vaccinations will take place in the pupil’s 
classrooms. The Nurses will wear full PPE gear, 
which will be changed in between each class to limit 
the spread of potential infection.  
If your child is absent on the day of the test, parents 
will be given a letter and pupils can attend their GP 
surgery or another flu vaccination clinic at a later 
date.  
If parents have any questions or queries, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the school office.  
 
Y6 Applications to High School 
It is that time of year when parents of pupils in Y6 
need to think about completing your child’s 
application to High School!  
Unfortunately, at this present time, the High Schools 
are not able to offer open evenings in the same way 
as they have done in the past.  
Letters and booklets from Churchill and St. Thomas 
More Academy have been sent separately to parents 
of pupils in Y6, either by post or on email. Further 
details are explained in the letters with regards to 
how parents and pupils can find out additional 
information about the High Schools in our area e.g. 
by signing up to attend webinars / online sessions. 
 
Community School Clothing Scheme 
We have linked up in partnership with a voluntary 
organisation called the Community School Clothing 
Scheme. This is an AMAZING resource which stocks 
uniform with logos for most schools across North 
Tyneside as well as plain dresses, skirts, trousers, 
coats and shoes for pupils in primary and secondary 
schools. Everything is completely FREE and parents 
can help themselves to any stock.  
They are looking for donations of old uniform from 
our school in order to start a St. Columba’s rail and 
will be delivering a storage box where parents can 
drop off donations.  We will let parents know when 
this donations box has arrived at school! 
For further information, please see their FB page: 
@communityschoolclothingscheme 

Home Learning 
If your child is required to self-isolate for 14 days, 
Home Learning will be provided by your child’s class 
teacher. This will be sent home the day after school 
have been informed of their self-isolation period.  
Home Learning will be sent on email directly to the 
parents’ email address. Further information and 
instructions will be in the main body of the email from 
your child’s class teacher.  
Over the course of the next couple of  weeks, school 
will publish our Home Learning Policy on our school 
website. This will contain more detailed information 
as to the types of Home Learning parents are likely 
to receive from different year groups, how Home 
Learning will be set, depending upon certain 
scenarios in school and how we will manage 
feedback on your child’s home learning.  
This Policy is currently being approved by the 
necessary authorities. We will inform parents when it 
has been published on our school website. In the 
meantime, look out for an email from your child’s 
class teacher if you require Home Learning. 
If your child is unwell, and does not fall in to the 
category of self-isolation, no Home Learning will be 
set. 
 
Remote Learning Survey 
We are aware that some parents are having difficulty 
accessing ICT facilities at home in order to support 
Home Learning. The Local Authority are striving to 
support schools and parents with these difficulties 
and some limited funding is available. 
School have devised a Remote Learning Survey in 
order to gather information from parents about their 
needs and requirements with technology such as 
IPads, laptops or Wifi / 4G. 
Our remote learning survey will be live on Facebook 
and Twitter later on today. Could we please ask 
parents to complete this only if you are having 
problems with ICT equipment or accessing Home 
Learning. If we do not receive a response from 
you, we will assume that parents are not in need of 
further support. The questions include: 
1.Do you have access to Wifi in your home? 
2.How many devices do you have, as a family, which 
are able to access the internet? This does not 
include mobile phones. 
3.Does your child have access to a shared iPad, 
Laptop or Tablet? 
4.Does your child have their own iPad, Laptop or 
Tablet? 
5.Do you require the lease of a 4G router in order to 
access the internet? 
6.Do you require the lease of an iPad, Laptop or 
Tablet to access Home Learning? 
7.Any other comments 
Thank you for your time in completing this survey. 
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