
Thank you! 
There have been many changes to routines and 
procedures for the pupils, staff and parents over the 
last couple of weeks. THANK YOU to  you all for 
your patience, understanding and support. The 
children have settled beautifully and are really 
benefiting from getting back on track with their 
teaching and learning! Thank you to everyone in our 
community for making this possible! 
 
Sacramental Preparation (Y5) 
It was very disappointing that our current Y5 pupils 
were unable to finish their preparation for, or receive 
the Sacraments of,  Reconciliation and the Eucharist.   
Fr. David is holding a partnership meeting with the 
Priests in our area this weekend to discuss the 
potential way forward. For our pupils at St. 
Columba’s and St. Alban’s, the children still have a 
taught session and two Sacraments to receive. With 
the current restrictions on numbers in churches and 
social gatherings, there is still a lot to be discussed.  
Many of the pupils in Catholic schools in our Denary 
were unable to make their First Holy Communion 
prior to Lockdown. Each Denary is having to liaise 
with their specific schools to make difficult decisions 
about the way forward, and all schools / parishes are 
in slightly different positions.  
As soon as I know more information, I will write to 
parents of pupils in Y5 separately.  
It is likely that preparations for First Holy Communion 
for pupils in our current Y4 class will be delayed 
significantly until Y5 have received their Sacraments.  
Thank you for your patience and understanding.  
 
School Masses 
As we are unable to celebrate Masses and 
assemblies in the school Hall at present, Fr. David is 
going to hold a private Mass in school for pupils and 
staff which will be streamed into the children’s 
classrooms on Thursday 17th September. We will 
remember all in our community in our prayers.  
 
Community School Clothing Scheme 
We have linked up in partnership with a voluntary 
organisation called the Community School Clothing 
Scheme. This is an AMAZING resource which stocks 
uniform with logos for most schools across North 
Tyneside as well as plain dresses, skirts, trousers, 
coats and shoes for pupils in primary and secondary 
schools. Everything is completely FREE and parents 
can help themselves to any stock.  
They are looking for donations of old uniform from 
our school in order to start a St. Columba’s rail and 
will be delivering a storage box where parents can 
drop off donations.  For further information, please 
see their FB page: 
@communityschoolclothingscheme 

A Message from Catering Services 
After listening to feedback from parents and schools, 
Catering Services have slightly amended the hot 
lunch menu. A sandwich choice with either wedges, 
chips or jacket potato and salad has also been 
added. 
This menu will start from Monday 14th September 
and has been attached to the Iona Star tonight.  
However, due to difficulties with food deliveries, the 
main menu choice on Monday 14th will be pizza and 
on Tuesday 15th, will be sausage.  
This swap is only for Monday and Tuesday of 
next week! Many thanks. 
 
High Borrans and Holy Island 
During the Autumn term, we normally complete our 
residential visits for Y5 to Holy Island and for Y6 to 
High Borrans. As parents will appreciate, due to the 
current circumstances, these visits are unable to go 
ahead this term. The guidance for schools still states 
that: “We continue to advise against domestic (UK) 
overnight and overseas educational visits.” 
I have spoken to the managers at both Centres and 
has pencilled in potential dates for the Summer term 
2021. Therefore, hopefully the pupils in Y5 and Y6 
will have the opportunity to attend these residential 
visits, if they so wish, before they finish their 
respective year groups.  
However, competition for dates is high but I will do 
my very best to secure dates and will keep parents 
posted nearer the time. Thank you for your 
understanding.  
 
Permissions 
At this time, we are unable to send home paper 
copies of the usual Data Collection sheets. As 
parents may have realised, as much of our 
communication as possible is being done via email 
or telephone.  
It is vitally important that we have up to date contact 
details and permissions for your child. This includes 
parents’ email addresses, mobile phone numbers 
and priority contacts in the case of an emergency. 
If your details have changed, please could parents 
reply to the email “Data Information & Permissions” 
which was sent out today. 
At the start of every year, we always ask for parental 
consent to use photographs of your child on Twitter, 
the school website, class photographs or with 
external agencies. If parents would like to change 
any of these permissions, please email the school 
office.  
If we do not hear from you via email or telephone 
we will assume that the details you gave last 
September are still accurate and up to date. 
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