
Background Notes for Parents and Carers 
 
About the Theme – Universal Church 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Throughout their education, your child is preparing to live and work in a changing, global society. In 
this topic, they will be learning about global justice issues, and put their faith into action in order to 
build a just and fair world. Each year group will learn about a different aspect of our Universal 
Church, through scripture, prayer, stories and a range of different activities.       
 
Through the Universal Church topics children will explore key principles of Catholic Social Teaching: 

The Dignity of the Human Person 
God made each of us, which means each of us is very special. It is not important if you are tall or 
small, or happy or sad, or if you have many toys or no toys. What is important is that each of us is 
special because of God’s love. And we must treat others in a caring way because they were made 
by God too. 
We Are Called to Live as Family and Community 
Jesus knows that people can only be happy if they have families and friends. He tells us that we 
can let these important people help us. He asks us to help them too.  
Rights and Responsibilities  
All of God’s people need these things: food, work, clothes, a home, a school, and a doctor to help 
when they are sick. Every single person on earth needs these. Some people have what they need, 
but many people don’t. Jesus wants the people who already have what they need to help these 
others. Jesus wants us to take care of this.  
We Are Called to Stewardship  
God made the earth and sky. God made all the people all over the world. God made the spiders 
and dogs and butterflies and tigers and pandas and all the other animals. God made the tulips, the 
trees, the tomatoes and all the plants. And, God tells us we must take good care of them. It is an 
important job. 
An Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
You need food, water, a house, your school, a good doctor and a job for the grown-up who takes 
care of you. So does everybody else on the whole Earth. But there are many people who do not 
have these things. Jesus wants us to take extra good care of these people. 
The Dignity and Rights of Workers 
All people work in some way. Their work should be safe and helpful to them because God made 
them. By our work, we help ourselves and others, and we show our love to God. 
Solidarity 
All people are God’s children. That makes us brothers and sisters. We are connected to each other. 
It is as if everyone in the world held hands! We can be very different from each other, but we are 
still one family—God’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Promotion of peace 
When we fall out with our friends we must say sorry, try to put things right and then try to be even 
better friends.  We must always try to live in peace and get on with everyone. This is not easy but 
Jesus wants us to keep on trying. 

  



Overview 

Key Vocabulary YEAR 1 
Neighbours 

UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

 

 

neighbour 

love 

world 

Fairtrade 

global 

family 

psalm 

share 

The Church is universal; it is the people that God gathers in 
the whole world. Each person has God given dignity. Loving 
our neighbours is an essential part of Christian living. 

Children know and understand: 

• Neighbours all around 

• Everyone is our neighbour and is loved by God  

See Background Notes for Parents and Carers 

Week 1: Discuss what neighbour means. Can we name any 
neighbours? Why are some close neighbours important at 
the moment? Do we have neighbours that we have not 
met? Tell Marie Doriane’s story, key questions and 
worksheet. 

Week 2: Read the story of the Good Samaritan and key 
questions. Discuss how CAFOD works with our neighbours 
around the world, no matter who they are or what they 
believe, to make sure they have what they need. Show 
Helping Our Neighbours PowerPoint or the outline of the 
content. Ask children to retell the story of The Good 
Samaritan saying why he was a good neighbour. 

Week 3: Jesus asked us to share and care for our neighbours 
around the world. How can we do this? Share ‘Is this Fair?’ 
PowerPoint images from website or the outline below. 
Discuss which images are fair/unfair. One of the ways of 
helping our neighbours is by buying Fairtrade goods. Share 
Maria’s Story PowerPoint or look at images below and key 
questions. Ask children to make a prayer card with the 
caring, sharing prayer and decorate it with pictures of how 
how to help neighbours wherever in the world they live. 

Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it 
to remember all we have learnt about being neighbours, 
knowing who our neighbours are and sharing God’s world 
with them. Celebrate with a simple Act of Worship (see 
below). 



Year 1 
 
In Year 1 children hear about who our neighbours are and how they share God’s world. 
 
All of the resources for this topic are available from the CAFOD website 
https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/ 
This is free to access when you register with an email address. For those unable to access the 
PowerPoints there are information sheets and images below. Children may also like to explore 
KidzZone https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone 
 
Week 1: Have a discussion about who our neighbours are? Can we name any neighbours? You 
might talk about how some near neighbours are helping each other at the moment and how. Do we 
have neighbours that we haven’t met? Tell Marie Doriane’s story from the website or see below. 
Ask key questions:  

Q Where does Marie-Doriane live?  

Q How old is she? 

Q How is Marie-Doriane like you? 

Q Marie-Doriane is not your next-door neighbour; she isn’t a neighbour in your class; she isn’t 
a neighbour in your school. Why do you think Marie-Doriane is your neighbour? 

Q CAFOD helps our neighbours around the world, particularly those who are poor. How has 
CAFOD helped Marie-Doriane’s family? 

Think about your life and Marie-Doriane’s. What is the same and what is different? Complete the 
worksheet ‘Hello Neighbour’ (website or see below) 
 
Week 2: Read the story of the Good Samaritan and ask key questions (see below). The Good 
Samaritan made sure the injured man had what he needed. CAFOD works with our neighbours 
around the world, no matter who they are or what they believe, to make sure they have what they 
need. If you can access the Helping Our Neighbours PowerPoint on the website this shows how 

CAFOD helps neighbours. (If not there is an outline of the content below.) 

Retell the story of The Good Samaritan saying why he was a good neighbour. (See below for 
storyboard) 
 
Week 3: Jesus asked us to share and care for our neighbours around the world. How can we do 
this? If possible show ‘Is this Fair?’ PowerPoint images from website or look at selection below (e.g. 
child drinking clean water/child drinking dirty water, child greedily eating cake, children sharing 
cake). Discuss which images are fair/unfair. Jesus taught us to love our neighbour and to share, care 
and help each other. One of the ways of helping our neighbours is by buying Fairtrade goods. If 
possible show Maria’s Story PowerPoint presentation or look at images below and key questions. 
Make a prayer card with the caring, sharing prayer below. Decorate it with pictures of how you can 
help your neighbours wherever in the world they live. 
 
Week 4: Look at the key vocabulary for this topic and use it to remember all we have learnt about 
being neighbours, knowing who our neighbours are and sharing God’s world with them. Celebrate 
with a simple Act of Worship (see below). 
  

https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone


Week 1  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hi! 
My name is Marie-Doriane. 
I am your neighbour. 
I am 8.  
I live in a village called Gasalo, in Rwanda.  
Rwanda is in Africa.  
I have a big family!  
There are 8 of us!  
CAFOD helped us to have our own house. 
My dad was killed. It makes me sad to think of him 
Our mum helps make our home happy. 
She shares her love, her time and her care with us all.  
We have lots of fun.  
 
 
 
This is my big sister Marie-Claire dancing!  
She is 13. She helps my mum clean the house.  
She loves school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We love to play with our friends.  
This is my sister Marie-Louise.  
She is 10.  
She is playing a clapping game.  
Do you know any clapping games?  
 
 
 
 

This is our lunch.  
It is made from onions, tomatoes, potatoes and green 
vegetables. Yummy! 
 
What’s your favourite lunch? 
 
I hope you enjoyed reading my story. 
We live far apart but we are neighbours.  
We all belong to  
one world and  
one family.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

My name is Marie-Doriane. I am 8 years old. I live in a village called 

Gasala in Rwanda. Rwanda is in Africa. You are my neighbour. 

Marie-Doriane’s 

family 

My family 

Marie-Doriane’s  lunch 
My lunch 

Marie-Doriane’s favourite game 

My favourite game 

Hello Neighbour! 

My favourite game is 

For lunch I have  

In my family is  



Week 2 The Good Samaritan 

 

Explain that Samaritans lived in Samaria and that Jews and Samaritans would have nothing to do 
with one another. They could not get on because they could not agree about what they believed, so 
they became enemies. 
 

Q Can you answer Jesus’ question – “Which of the three was a neighbour to the man?” 

Q How do you think the injured man felt when the first two men walked away? 

Q What did the injured man need? 

Q Why was it strange that a Samaritan helped? 

Q Think of a time when you have helped someone. 

 



Week 2 Helping our neighbours 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CAFOD helps our neighbours  
around the world to 
Have enough food 
Have clean water 

Have a home 
Go to school 

Go to a doctor if they are unwell 
CAFOD works with neighbours  

all around the world  
to make sure  

they have what they need. 
 



Week 2 Retell the story or label the poster 
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Week 3 Fair or Unfair 
 

  
 

Some people have to drink dirty water from a spring and some people have clean water from a tap. 
 

  
 

Some people have to walk for miles to collect water, some have a tap nearby. 

 

      
 
    Some can eat a whole cake, some can share. 

 
  



Week 3 Maria’s Story 
Hi.  
My name is Maria and I am your neighbour. 
I am 6.  
I live in Colombia, in Latin America. 
I live with my Grandparents, Auntie and cousin.  
We grow coffee beans. 
My grandparents sell coffee beans to earn money to buy things.  
We buy water, electricity and food. 
We used to find it hard to get a good price for our coffee beans. 
CAFOD gave my grandparents lessons in how to get good quality beans.   
Now we get a fair price for the coffee beans. 
Now my Grandma and Grandad can afford to send me to school!  
When families like Maria’s have a fair price for what they grow it is called Fairtrade.   
When you buy things with the Fairtrade mark on, you are helping your global 
neighbours. 
 

 
 
  



Week 4 
Act of Worship 

“NEIGHBOURS” 

Year 1 

You might like to set up a focal table  

Table, cloth, cross and candle 

Globe/map of the world 

 Bible (if possible -open at Matthew 5:43-45) 

 Any work done on “Neighbours”. 

 

As we gather together, close your eyes and make a circle with our hands. 

We call the people we are touching our neighbours! 

Think quietly about some of the ways you show others that you are their friend and neighbour. 

Think of the ways you use your hands… your feet… your words… 

 

Sing together or listen to “He’s got the whole world in his hand” (on Spotify) 

 

 

 

Now we are going to listen to some words of Jesus when he was speaking to the 

people about God, his Father. We greet the Gospel by singing Alleluia . 

       

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord. 

 

“Look at the sun.  It shines on everyone.  Think about the rain.  It rains on everyone.  That’s because 

God takes care of everyone, no matter who they are, or where they came from, or what they are like. 

God loves even those who do not love him.  If you want to be like God, then you must do the same.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

God loves everyone!  Can you think of some people who are not on your lists of 

neighbours? … not in your street?  Close your eyes and think of all 

the pictures you have seen (at school or at home… in newspapers… on T.V… 

assemblies at school… at church).  God is asking us to show love and care for 

them. 

 

Let us pray for our neighbours near and far, especially those having very difficult times at the moment. 

 

We pray for people who are hungry.Lord hear us… 

Lord, graciously hear us.  

 

 

Gathering 

Together 

The Word 
of God 

Response to  

the Word

  



We pray for people who are thirsty. Lord hear us… 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 

We pray for people who are homeless. Lord hear us… 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 

We pray for people who are lonely. Lord hear us… 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 

We pray for people who are sick. Lord hear us… 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
 

 

   Lord God, help us to care for others the way you do. 

Help us to always be kind and generous to everyone,  

especially those in need of our help and friendship 

   Amen. 

 

Final Song: 

 

“When I needed a neighbour”   or 

“Think of a world”   or 

“Kumba-ya”  

  

 

Going 

Forth 


