
 

Which words are used to describe what hat? The Land of Roar! – By Jenny McLachlan 

Chapter 1 

There is a wizard in Grandad’s attic.  

I’m sitting in his garden looking up at the attic window, and I can clearly see a 

dark shape standing just behind the glass. I give my sister a nudge. “Look, Rose. 

You can see its pointy hat and everything!” 

Rose swipes at the screen of her phone. “There isn’t a wizard in the attic, Arthur. 

Leave me alone. I’m busy.” 

I glance over her shoulder and see that she is ‘busy’ liking someone’s picture of a 

puddle. When I look back at the widow the stranger is still there. My eyes trace the 

outline of shoulders, a head and a slightly crooked hat as I try to work out what it 

could be… A reflection from the trees? Some rubbish Grandad’s dumped up 

there? 

Then I see something that makes goose bumps prickle my arms: a tiny white patch 

– like a puff of breath – is misting the glass of the attic. I squeeze my eyes shut 

and rub them. When I open them again the white patch is gone. 

I smile nervously. 

Mum always says that I have got an overactive imagination… 

 

 

 
Challenge: 

Noun – colour in red 

Verb – colour in blue 

Adjective – colour in green 

Do you think that Arthur and Rose have a good relationship? Explain 

your answer 

Why does the author use rhetorical questions at the end of the fourth 

paragraph? 

At which point in the opening does Arthur begin to feel worried? How 

do you know? 

What does the phrase ‘overactive imagination’ mean? Why is it 

mentioned at the end of the opening to this story? 

Why do you think that ‘busy’ is in inverted commas? 

Do you think that there is really a wizard in the attic? Explain your 

answer. 


