
Home Learning for Reception 
 

 
A big hello from us all again, we hope you have had another good week at home.  
 
This week in school our focus story has been ‘The Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson 
and Axel Scheffler. 
 
Please find below some suggested activities.  

We hope that you find lots of simple ideas and activities that can be easily done at home. Do 

not feel that you have to stick to these activities or do them all, just do what you can.  

 

 

 

This week’s story is The Snail and the Whale. 
 

 
 

 

Enjoy reading this story book together at home, or it is available on BBC iPlayer if you would 

like to watch the animated version.  

 

Ideas of questions to ask and discuss about the story –  

What do you think the story will be about? 

Who are the main characters? 
What was your favourite part? Why? 
Why did the snail help the whale? 
Was the little snail brave? 
Can you think of a time when you have helped someone? 
Did you like the ending? Why? 

 

 

 



Activities linked to our story of The Snail and the Whale some of which we have 
completed in class this week –  
 

 Can you make your own story map of – The Snail and the Whale? Add some key 

words to you story map. 

 Choose your favourite part of the story and draw a picture of it. Can you add a 

sentence to your picture? Or a speech bubble? Remember to use capital letters, full 

stops and lovely finger spaces between your words.  

 Can you find any rhyming words in the story? Write a list of the rhyming words you 

find. 

 

 We focused on the th sound this week. Can you think of any other words with the th 

sound in them?  

 Make a list of all the th words you can think of.  

 Complete the th booklet.  

 

 

 This week we have been focusing on subtraction. Complete the subtraction sheets. 

 We have also been revising our numbers 1-20 through playing lots of games and 

counting together. Can you cut out and order the fish to 20? 

 

 

 You could make/draw/paint you own snail or whale. 

 Have fun colouring in the ‘The Snail and the Whale’ sheet. 

 We have been talking about the beach this week and the clothes we wear to the 

beach. The children designed their own Bermuda shorts. Can you design and your 

own Bermuda shorts? 

 

 We looked at things that float and things that sink. We had lots of fun investigating and 

predicting which objects would float and which would sink. Perhaps you could find 

some objects around your house and test whether they float or sink.  

 

 

 

Religion 

Our topic is Universal Church with a focus on Our World. Please see the RE section on our 

Home Learning to see the activities for each week. 

 

Daily Tasks 

Try to keep reading and going over your sounds everyday if you can.  

Use oxford owl  www.oxfordowl.co.uk or enjoy sharing your own books from home.  

Remember you can also use games on the link below to practise phonics across the week. 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 

Remember to keep working on your handwriting making sure you are forming your letters 

correctly. You could choose a letter a day to practise, remember to say the rhyme to help you. 

Eg.  

h - Down the head, to his hooves and over his back.  

n - Down Nobby and over his net. 

 

Have a good week everyone and remember to have lots of choosing time too. Enjoy getting 

outside and running around as much as possible.  

 

Joke –  

Q. How do we know that the ocean is friendly? 

A. It waves! 

 

High frequency words  

These are the words the children should be able to read and write by the end of the reception 

year.  

Please choose 5 - 10 words per week to learn with your child. You could challenge yourself 

and put them into a sentence. 

 


