
Congratulations 
Well done to Scarlett in Y6 whose team have done 
exceptionally well in a recent gymnastics 
competition. They achieved a gold award in tumble 
and trampette and a bronze award in vault.   
Congratulations to Saul in Y5 who has passed his 
Stage 8 in swimming.  
A huge ‘well done’ to Flynn in Y1 who recently won a 
trophy as he was awarded ‘Taekwondo Tigers 
student of 2019’ and to Olivia in Y1 who has 
achieved the ‘student of the month’ award in Judo.  
 
Goodbye and Good Luck 
Sadly, we will be saying ‘Goodbye’ to Ms Cummings 
(our Breakfast Club Supervisor) and Mrs Slater (our 
School Cook) at February half term. Ms Cummings 
has two jobs and will be increasing her hours in her 
other role and Mrs Slater is retiring.  
Our Governors are currently working with the 
relevant agencies to recruit staff to fill both 
vacancies. We will inform parents as soon as 
appointments have been made.  
The ladies won’t be leaving us until Friday 14th 
February, but we will miss them both when they go! 
Ms Cummings and Mrs Slater have been part of the 
school community at St. Columba’s for many years. 
We wish them the best of luck for their futures.  
 
After School Club 
Our After School Club is going from strength to 
strength; many thanks to all parents for your 
continuous support.  
Just a gentle reminder that the latest pick up time is 
5:45pm. The After School Club staff are not 
employed past this point. As stated in the Terms and 
Conditions, if parents are regularly late to collect 
their children, this may result in an additional charge 
of £5.00 per 15 minutes. 
We do understand that unforeseeable circumstances 
can happen and we can be very accommodating on 
the odd occasion. If parents are running late, or 
collection arrangements change, please    contact 
our After School Club staff on 07591957009. In an 
emergency it is advisable to use this number as 
emails and phone calls to the main office may not be 
picked up by Mrs Craggs or Mrs Wallace until the 
next morning. Many thanks for your understanding in 
this matter.  
 
Toys from Home 
We have noticed that some children are bringing 
pocket sized toys into school which they are keeping 
on them at break times and lunchtimes. These have 
caused a few minor disputes amongst friends! 
Please could we ask parents to check children’s coat 
pockets in the morning and dissuade the children 
from bringing in toys from home. Many thanks.  

Y3 Assembly 
Y3 will be celebrating their class assembly on Friday 
7th February at 9:10am. Parents of pupils in Y3 
are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be served 
afterwards.  
 
Friendship Friday 
Our School Council meet regularly with Mrs 
Whitelaw to discuss actions and activities they can 
put in place to help the children at St. Columba’s. 
They have come up with a new idea: Friendship 
Fridays. This was launched today and the response 
was absolutely fantastic.; a joy to witness.  
 

If you have a niggling worry (you may have popped 

one in our worry box recently) then let us help 

you!  Come along to one of our Friendship 

Fridays every fortnight starting this Friday, January 

31st from 12:30 – 1:00pm in Y3 classroom.  You 

will be able to share your worries and we will offer 

mindfulness activities and solutions to help you 

unburden them. We look forward to seeing you! 

Operation Encompass - The Next Steps 
PC Tim Cousin will continue his links with our school 
this term and will be delivering sessions on Tuesday 
4th February to Year 5 and Year 6 based around 
the importance of friendships and positive 
relationships.  He will be available in the classroom 
next to Reception for any parents who may wish to 
speak to him from 3:30pm onwards, particularly 
anyone who may need support and advice around 
difficult relationships.  
 
Sacramental Preparation 
A reminder that Session 5 of the Sacramental 
Preparation programme will be held in school on 
Tuesday 4th February from 3:30pm - 5:15pm. 
Parents can collect children from the main office at 
5:15pm. The children will also be attending Mass at 
St. Columba’s Church on Sunday 9th February.  
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Weekly Attendance 

Reception 99% 

Year 1 99% 

Year 2 97% 

Year 3 97% 

Year 4 98% 

Year 5 97% 

Year 6 95% 

Whole School 98% 

Attendance Winners  
Attendance for the 
week is 98%.  
 
Congratulations to 
Reception and Year 1 
who have won our 
weekly  
attendance trophy 
with a fantastic 99%.  
 
Keep up the great 
work everyone! 


