
Congratulations 
Well done to Lexi in Y2 who has achieved her 5 
metre swimming badge and Isobel in Y1 who has 
been awarded with her Stage 3, 5m, 10m and 25m 
badges! 
Congratulations to Maisie in Y1 who has a super 
Gold medal for her participation in a Team Cheer 
Dance competition at the weekend. 
Well done to Tommy-Ray in Y1 who has achieved 
his blue belt in kickboxing. 
Keep up the hard work everyone! 
 
Safety after School 
Last night we received reports that two pupils who 
attend a local primary school were approached on 
their way home from school by two women. The 
women asked the pupils questions about where they 
live and invited them to go to the shops. The incident 
occurred on North Road near the junction that meets 
Park Road. Fortunately the children were unharmed 
and used all of the correct knowledge and skills to 
keep themselves safe and not engage in 
conversation. The Police have been informed.  
Could we ask all parents, particularly of pupils in Y5 
and Y6 who walk home on their own, to remind the 
children about ‘Stranger Danger’ and keeping 
themselves safe. We will also reiterate these 
important messages in class. Many thanks.  
 
Uniform Policy including Smart Watches 
Can we kindly remind all parents that children are 
not allowed to wear make-up or nail varnish for 
school. If children are coming into school wearing 
winter boots, they need to change into appropriate 
shoes once inside.  
Just a reminder that children are not allowed to wear 
Smart Watches at school. We have been very 
concerned about the increased number of watches 
with camera facilities and recording devices being 
worn; these are not allowed for safeguarding 
reasons. If we see children wearing an inappropriate 
watch, they will be asked to remove it until the end of 
the day.  Thank you for your support in this matter.  
 
Parking around School 
Over the course of the last two weeks, patrol cars 
and Traffic Wardens have been spotted in and 
around the surrounding streets of Station Road. Can 
we please remind all parents to park courteously and 
carefully taking into account the safety of residents, 
children and members of the public at all times.  
We are still in communication with the North 
Tyneside Traffic and Road Safety Department to ask 
for advice and support. Paul Adams from the Go 
Safer Team delivered an assembly to all of the 
children on Monday morning reminding them of the 
importance of road safety.  

After-School Gymnastics Club 
For a number of years now, Claire Urquhart has run 
a gymnastics club in our school hall, every Monday, 
from 4:45pm - 5:45pm. The cost is £2.50 per class 
and is for pupils from Year 1 to Year 6. Boys and 
girls are welcome to attend. During the year, the 
children can work towards their British Gymnastics 
Awards. These are then handed out in assembly at 
the end of every term.  
Sessions began again on Monday, but unfortunately, 
no-one was able to attend. Claire received some 
apologies saying that a Monday night wasn’t 
convenient anymore.  
Claire is willing to run the sessions on Wednesday 
nights from 4:30pm - 5:30pm if this helps parents. 
If you are interesting in attending gymnastics on 
Wednesday evenings, please could you let the office 
know and they will pass on names to Claire. Many 
thanks.  
 
Sacramental Preparation 
A reminder that the Y4 pupils who are preparing for 
their First Holy Communion will be attending Mass at 
St. Columba’s Church on Sunday 19th January. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
On last week’s Iona Star, we placed an important list 
of dates for the forthcoming half term. If you didn’t 
receive a copy, please ask at the Office.  
 
New Phone Number 
St. Columba’s now has a new phone number:  
0191 2623098.  
This will be visible on all outgoing calls. A divert will 
be placed on the old number for the next three 
months. Please make a note of this in your phones 
and diaries. Many thanks.  
 
Attendance  
A tremendous well done to everyone in school for a 
super week’s attendance. Nearly every class 
average is in the green zone and our overall 
attendance is 98%! Keep up the great work 

everyone! 
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Weekly Attendance 

Reception 98.4% 

Year 1 99.3% 

Year 2 98.1% 

Year 3 97.5% 

Year 4 100% 

Year 5 97.4% 

Year 6 95.6% 

Whole School 98% 

Attendance Winners  
Attendance for the 
week is 98%.  
 
Congratulations to 
Year 4 who have won 
our weekly  
attendance trophy 
with a fantastic 100%  
 
Keep up the great 
work everyone! 


