
Congratulations 
Well done to all of the children who completed the 
Summer Reading Challenge based on the theme 
‘Space Chase’. I have seen wonderful certificates 
and medals from Leah and Esmae in Y2, Zac in Y3, 
and Ellie and Danielle in Y6. Keep reading! 
Congratulations to our fabulous footballers: Oscar in 
Y2 who plays for East End Blues and Jooles in Y2 
who plays for North Shields. Both boys have super 
medals from their presentation nights and for playing 
in various tournaments over the holidays.  
We have lots of budding jockeys in Y2 at St. 
Columba’s. Well done to Jooles who achieved a 
rosette for riding a horse over the holidays. 
Congratulations to Rosie and Sunshine who have a 
plethora of rosettes to celebrate their successes at 
various competitions in the summer and Eliza and 
her horse Betty who came in 1st place and 6th place 
at a horse show. Keep up the hard work! 
Well done to Leah in Y2 who has achieved her Level 
3 in gymnastics and Danielle in Y6 who has been 
awarded with her Bronze certificate in ’Pairs and 
Groups’ in a recent gymnastics competition.    
Congratulations to Finlay in Y2 who has achieved his 
15m swimming badge. 
Well done to Lila-Rose in Y3 who has a fabulous 
trophy and certificate following her Musical Theatre 
exam. Lila-Rose was awarded a distinction.  
Congratulations to Harrison in Y3 who cycled 58 
miles non-stop for the Great North Bike ride! What 
an achievement. We think he’ll be joining the Tour of 
Great Britain next!  
 
Don’t forget to bring your medals and certificates to 
Mrs Garbutt’s office if you would like a mention on 
the Iona Star! We love to hear about all of the 
children’s successes and achievements both in and 
out of school. 
 
Mass Times at St. Columba’s Church 
Please note that the time of Sunday Mass at St. 
Columba’s Church has now moved from 9:00am to 
9:30am. Please make a note of this change.  
 
Sacramental Preparation 
This year many of our Y4 pupils will be preparing for 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist and making their 
First Holy Communion. Letters were sent out before 
the holidays asking parents to commit their child to 
this programme. If you did not receive one of these 
letters and would like your child to make their First 
Holy Communion, please see Mrs Garbutt.  
The first session for pupils will take place on 
Tuesday 17th September at 3:30pm followed by 
the welcome Mass on Sunday 22nd September at 
9:30am.  We ask you to keep the children and 
their families in your prayers as they begin this 
important journey.  

Welcome Back! 
Welcome back to the new academic year. We hope 
you all had a wonderful summer holiday and a good 
rest. The children have had a very settled week back 
in school. Well done to pupils in Nursery and 
Reception who have been so grown up coming into 
school each day! We look forward to the year ahead! 
 
Welcome 
This academic year we are welcoming three trainees 
who will be completing School-Centred Initial 
Teacher Training or apprenticeships at St. 
Columba’s. Mr Marshall is a PE apprentice and will 
be working alongside Mrs Iliadou. Miss Shackford 
and Miss Pope are completing their SCITT year and 
will be working throughout the school. We wish them 
a warm welcome to St. Columba’s and the best of 
luck as they progress through their training year.  
 
Important Data Information and Medications 
The start of the new academic year always brings 
lots of forms and important information that we are 
required to share and collect.  Over the coming 
weeks the children will be bringing home various 
forms for you to read, complete and return back to 
the school office as soon as possible.  
The data collection form detailing names, addresses 
and phone numbers will be handed out to parents at 
the Curriculum Evenings to conform with General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) guidelines. If 
you are unable to attend your child’s Curriculum 
Evening, other arrangements will be made to hand 
these to you in person.  
Could we also ask for ALL medication  to be handed 
into the school office as we require signed consent 
forms to be able to administer medication.  If you 
have any queries, please don’t hesitate to ask.  
 
Dates for your diary 
With the Iona Star this week we have sent out an 
additional letter detailing important diary details for 
the forthcoming academic year. Wherever possible, 
we will try to give such advanced notice to parents. 
These dates are subject to change and more may be 
added, therefore we encourage parents to check the 
Weekly Notice, Iona Star, calendar on the school 
website and Facebook pages to ensure you have the 
most up to date information.  
 
Come and See 
As parents are aware, all Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle use a scheme of 
work called Come and See as a basis for delivering 
the curriculum RE lessons. Attached to the Iona Star 
are the topics the children will be learning about 
during this term. There are suggestions for activities 
which parents may wish to complete at home. If you 
have any further questions, please see Mrs Garbutt.  

     Iona Star 
       Friday 6th September 2019 
     www.stcolumbasprimary.co.uk 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@StColumbasRC 

Follow us on Facebook: 
St.Columba’s Roman  
Catholic Primary School - 
Wallsend 



Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities 
Over the next couple of weeks, information regarding 
the various clubs and activities on offer will be 
available to parents and children. Further clubs will 
be offered as the term progresses. Staff will either 
send out individual letters or talk to the children in 
school about how to sign up for each club. Places 
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Information that has already been sent out is as 
follows - look out for more to come! 
 
Monday 
Ukulele and guitar lessons will begin on Monday 
16th September.  
Choir will begin again on Monday 23rd  
September at lunchtime and will be run by Mrs Harris 
and Mr McDermott.  
Access Coaching will be running a six week 
Basketball programme from 3:30pm to 4:30pm 
for pupils in Y4 - Y6.  
Tuesday 
Mrs Iliadou and Mr Marshall will be running football 
for pupils in Y2 and Y3 after school.  
 Thursday 
Boys’ and Girls’ Football sessions will begin 
again after school for pupils in Y4, Y5 and Y6. These 
will be run by Mrs Maddison, Mrs Iliadou and Mr 
Marshall.  
Friday 
Energy Club will be run on Friday mornings this 
year by Mrs Iliadou. This is open to all children who 
attend Breakfast Club from 8:15am 
Dodgeball for pupils in Y2/Y3 will run every 
Friday after school. Mrs Iliadou will lead this club. 
 
Please remember to check the Weekly Notice 
as after school clubs can change or be 
postponed during the school year.  
Many thanks.  
 
St. Columba’s School Library 
Over the holidays Mrs Weir, Mrs Rybarski and Mr 
and Mrs Carr have worked tirelessly to develop our 
school library. We are so excited to unveil this new 
area. We will be developing new systems within 
school for the children to enjoy library sessions and 
borrow books from our new collection! Further details 
will follow. Tremendous thanks must go to our 
amazing team of helpers for all of their vision and 
hard work.  
 
High Borrans 
There will be a meeting for parents of pupils in Y6 
attending the High Borrans residential on Thursday 
12th September at 3:45pm. If any parents are 
unable to attend, we will pass on any information.  

Activities Night 
Before the holidays, we had to postpone our 
Activities Night due to bad weather. We are delighted 
to announce that we have rescheduled the date to 
Friday 20th September. 
Gates will open at 4:30pm and entrance is charged 
at £2 per adult and £1 per child. Please feel free to 
bring your own food, organise a picnic, book a take 
away, or bring the BBQ! Parents will be able to BBQ 
in the Smooga. We will be selling snacks including 
popcorn, crisps, sweets and drinks at the start of the 
evening. The Activity Centre will be open for the use 
of the toilets only.  
Don’t forget to bring your deck chairs and games 
from home. We will have a selection of PE 
equipment available for rounders and football!  All 
past pupils are welcome with their families. The 
school gates will close at 9:30pm.  
 
Whole School Mass 
All parents and carers are invited to attend our first 
whole school mass of the year, the theme of which 
will be ‘welcome and new beginnings’. 
Mass will take place on Thursday 12th September in 
the school hall at 9:15am.  
 
Breakfast and After School Club 
Don’t forget that our Breakfast and After Schools are 
up and running again. If you would like to book 
places, parents will need to download the School 
Gateway app. Please see Mrs Craggs for further 
information or if you are struggling with child care 
arrangements and we will do our best to help. 
 
Recycle with Michael 
A reminder that we will soon be supporting The 
Salvation Army’s recycling scheme called ‘Recycle 
with Michael’. Collection bags are sent to school for 
pupils to fill with unwanted clothing and shoes. 
Further information will be sent home next week after 
a whole school assembly. However, if parents are 
planning to have a clear out, please keep unwanted 
clothes and shoes to one side and we can all 
‘Recycle with Michael’.  
 
Attendance Updates 
We will be making tweaks and changes to our whole 
school procedures for attendance this academic 
year. This is in line with guidance documentation 
from our Local Authority who monitor the attendance 
of all pupils in all schools within North Tyneside.  
The new procedures are based on a traffic light 
system, creating a simpler and consistent approach 
to promoting school attendance. An information 
leaflet has been sent home tonight detailing the 
changes. If you would like further information, please 
see Mrs Garbutt or Mrs Craggs. 
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