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Iona Star – 11th July 2025  

 
St Columba’s Families, 
 
We’ve had so many trips out this week: 

- Nursery enjoyed a trip to the park  
- Year 1 LOVED the fish at Tynemouth Aquarium  
- Year 6 and Reception had a great sunny day at Tynemouth beach 
- Some lucky members of Year 5 took a trip to North Berwick to the Renaissance Golf 
Club in their preparations for the 2025 Genesis Scottish Open 
- Year 2 attended parish Mass at Our Lady and St Columba, as well as a class trip to 
the library 
- Representatives of our Mini Vinnies attended North Tyneside Council this afternoon 
to share the latest work in our School of Sanctuary project 

 
Thank you to all family members who attended our rescheduled Sports Days – the weather was so much 
better!  
 
Well done to our Reception and Year 6 Buddies who blew their parents away this morning with an assembly 
that tugged on the heartstrings! We hope that Year 6 continue to enjoy their last few days at St Columba’s 
– we are so proud of you all.  
 
Below, you will find key dates and messages. Also attached to the newsletter is a leaflet for staff and 
parents, the focus this week is on ‘AI-enabled Scams’. 
 
If you have any questions about anything in the newsletter, or if there 
is anything that we can help with, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Take care,  
Miss Quinn   
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Attendance and Punctuality 

Our whole school attendance from Reception to Year 6 for this week has been 94%. We are in 

the amber zone and we are not meeting our targets set by the Department for Education (96%).  

We are, however, delighted to announce that Year 5 are the winners of our attendance trophy 

AGAIN this week, with an attendance of 99% this week. Congratulations! 

  

Thank you from Year 6! 

Year 6 have made a huge profit on their ‘Make £5 Grow market Stalls’. In total, they’ve 
raised £400 to go towards their treats in the last week of term. A big ‘thank you’ to all of 
the families who supported the stalls over the last few days! 

 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
 
On Monday, the children enjoyed a visit from Collette who works for the local 
library service. She told them all about the Summer Reading Challenge which 
is available for all children to enter. Children in North Tyneside who complete 
the challenge (reading 6 library books in 6 weeks) are rewarded with a medal 
and certificate. It’s free to take part, just drop into your local library to 
collect a booklet! For more information please visit: Summer Reading Challenge  
 

Uniform Swap Shop 

If any parents would like to access our uniform swap shop ahead of September, please 

contact Mrs Craggs or pop into the school office and we will be happy to help you. 

 

Sports Days 

A reminder please, that we did request no photography or videos to be taken at this 
event. If you have taken photos or videos, we do have pupils at school who are not 
permitted to have their image captured. We would ask you to ensure that you delete 
pictures with other children in the background, and not share these on social media.  

 

Menu Changes 

There is a change to the advertised menu next week. With chicken curry being served on 

Wednesday and fish fingers being served on Thursday. 

Thank you. 
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School Reports 

All children should have brought home their school report tonight. If you require any 

additional copies, please contact the school office. We would encourage you to complete the 

parent feedback form at the end of the report to share your views with us. 

A reminder that there is an opportunity to pop in and see your class teacher on Monday 14th July from 

4pm – 5pm – no appointment necessary. 

Mrs Maddison will not be available during the report drop in session on Monday 14th July. Therefore, if any 

parent in Y6 wishes to discuss their child’s report with her, after receiving it, please contact the school 

office to make a telephone or in person appointment later that week.  

 

High Borrans 

Mrs Wallace has sent reminders about payments that need to be made for High 

Borrans prior to the trip in September. Just a gentle reminder to send any 

payments before we break up if you wish to spread the cost. 

 

Arbor 

Parents will have received an email invite this week to our new data and communication system, Arbor. 

This will be replacing School Gateway from September so please ensure you sign up as soon as possible.  

As we move to Arbor, please remember to clear outstanding debts from Breakfast/After School Club and 

school meals.  

Any outstanding balances (both arrears and credit) will be transferred by Bishop 

Bewick Catholic Education Trust but this will take some time to sort out so we do 

not recommend adding large amounts of credit onto your child’s account within 

these last two weeks. 

 

 

Ten Ten Parent Newsletter  

You can access the latest parental newsletter from Ten Ten which shares the key 

messages, prayers and opportunities for worship at home by clicking this link 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/ 
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Wellbeing Hub 

 

Through our partnerships with Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust, we 

are pleased to be able to offer all parents, staff and children aged 10+ 

access to a wealth of information through The Wellbeing Hub.  

Positive mental health is fundamental to young people’s ability to thrive and 

make the most of the opportunities available to them while at school. By  

collaborating with The Wellbeing Hub, we aim to equip all our staff and 

parents with the knowledge, understanding, and strategies to support our 

pupils effectively. To register, please use this link or QR code. 
https://club.teentips.co.uk/register/parents/?ca=1b5372e0e7384337b68bf150a0f7c597 
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Diary Dates for Parents – Summer 2025    

 

Monday 14th July – Report drop in (optional) for parents. Parents are welcome to drop in at any time, 

without an appointment from 4.00pm to 5.00pm 

 

Tuesday 15th July – Transition morning. Each class will meet their new teacher for an introduction to their 

new environment 

 

Tuesday 15th July – End of year Disco. Please see the attached poster.  

 

Wednesday 16th July – Year 6 Leavers Assembly in the school hall. Family members are welcome for a 

6pm start 

 

Thursday 17th July – Break the Rules. 50p per school rule broken! All proceeds going to the PTA. 

 

Thursday 17th July – Year 6 parents will be welcome to join us in the afternoon for leavers activities. 

Further information to follow 

 

Thursday 17th July – School closes to pupils and staff for the summer holidays. 

 

 

School opens to all pupils on Tuesday 2nd September 2025. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 




