
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Josh in Y3 for taking part in a 
Judo competition.  He came joint 2nd and received a 
trophy. Congratulations to Abi in Y1 who took part in 
a cheerleading competition. She received a 
wonderful medal for her efforts. 
 
Shoe Box Appeal 
We are pleased to announce that our Shoe Box 
Appeal shop is now open every morning break. 
Children can buy items such as pens, pencils, 
rubbers, toothpaste and soap to fill shoe boxes 
which will then be sent to a child in war torn or 
disaster areas of the world.  Items range from 5p - 
£1.00.  Parents can also help by donating items for 
us to put in the boxes.  Items to donate include: 
  
 pens   pencils  rulers 
 rubbers  sharpeners  hats 
 gloves  scarves  notepads 
 skipping rope crayons  chalks 
 colouring books dolls   soft toys 
 harmonicas yoyos  puzzles 
 stickers  soap   flannels  
 toothbrushes sponges  combs 
 hairbrushes small balls  toy cars 
 ink stampers hair bobbles hair slides 
 coloured pencils 
 
Last year we filled 124 boxes!  We hope you can 
support the children in exceeding our target by 
Friday 18th October.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
‘Recycle with Michael’ 
Thank you to everyone who brought in unwanted 
clothes and shoes for The Salvation Army’s recycling 
scheme, ‘Recycle with Michael.’  It was a huge 
success and together we collected 570kg which 
gave a total of £112.12 with half of the proceeds  
going to The Salvation Army and the other half for 
our school funds.  This will go towards our library 
project - see page 2. 
 
Walking With Project and Harvest Festival 
This year we will be holding our annual Harvest 
Festival Mass on Thursday 25th October at 9:10am 
in the school hall. As in previous years, the Mini 
Vinnies have chosen to support a local charity in 
Wallsend, ‘The Walking With Project’. The charity is 
a collection of all the Wallsend Churches working 
together to support asylum seekers and refugees in 
our local area.  
One of the ways in which we can help is to provide 
food items or toiletries. If everyone in our school 
could make just one small donation, we would be 
able to support every person involved in the ‘Walking 
With’ project. Our Mini Vinnies are busy making 
posters and lists of the types of items we are going 
to be collecting.  Further information to follow! 

E-Safety Talk for Parents 
Just a reminder that parents are invited to an internet 
safety talk on Monday 21st October at 2:30pm in the 
hall. Our guest speaker will be sharing the most up-
to-date information about how to keep your child safe 
when they are online, including the use of social 
media, apps, gaming, images, privacy, and security 
settings. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
School Crossing 
Concerns have been raised regarding vehicles 
driving through red lights at the pedestrian crossing 
outside of school. This has been reported to North 
Tyneside Council but can we please ask parents to 
take care when using the crossing and report any 
further incidents directly to the council. Many thanks. 
 
Y5 and Y6 Residential Visits 
Our Y5 and Y6 pupils have been very busy these 
past two weeks.  Y5 visited Holy Island and Y6 have 
visited High Borrans. Without exception, all children 
have been an absolute credit to our school and their 
families. They have embraced the challenges, 
worked as a team, made lasting memories and had 
good fun! Well done everyone, we are very proud of 
you all. 
These visits wouldn’t be possible without the 
dedication and support of the staff who look after the 
pupils whilst they are away. Many thanks must go to 
Mr Keilty, Miss Quinn, Mrs Garbutt, Mrs Iliadou, Miss 
Shackford and Mr Young. If you haven't already, 
have a look at the wonderful pictures and action 
shots on Twitter! 
 
CAFOD Family Fast Day 
Many thanks to our wonderful Y6 pupils who 
prepared lunch for their parents and family members 
last week.  The soup tasted amazing!  Thank you so 
much to everyone who attended the event. We 
raised £78.00 which will be sent to CAFOD. 
Thank you also to our Mini Vinnie representatives 
who gave up their lunchtime today to help serve 
soup and a roll for parishioners of St. Columba’s 
Church. Well done for all your hard word! 
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Weekly Attendance 

Reception 97% 

Year 1 98% 

Year 2 97% 

Year 3 99% 

Year 4 93% 

Year 5 91% 

Year 6 99% 

Whole School 96% 

 
Attendance Winners  
Attendance for the 
week is  96%.  
 
Congratulations to Y3 
and Y6  who have 
won our weekly  
attendance trophy 
with a fantastic 99%  
 
Keep up the great 
work everyone! 



Our New School Library 
From next week, children will have the opportunity to 
borrow a range of books from our fabulous new 
‘Reading for Pleasure’ library. All of our shelves have 
been labelled and restocked over the Summer and 
there are many high quality texts to borrow. Children 
will be allowed to change their books fortnightly; this 
will be in addition to their reading books that they 
bring home from the reading schemes or class 
libraries. Could we please ask that these books are 
treated with great care so that as many children as 
possible can read and enjoy them. Many of these 
books are brand new and have been purchased with 
Scholastic book fair money or fundraising donations 
from parents and staff - thank you all!  
Our new ‘Pupil Librarians’ will be recording the books 
that children are borrowing from the library. If the 
books are not returned, parents will receive a letter 
or may be asked to contribute to the cost of a 
replacement. Special thanks must go to Mrs Weir 
who has given up a vast amount of time to 
redecorate the library, source new books and set up 
our new ‘Reading for Pleasure’ scheme. We are very 
excited about this wonderful new opportunity!  
 
Maths In Action  
KS2 parents are invited to join us for ‘Maths in 
Action’ lessons which will take place in November. 
Parents can stay at school from 9am-10am to take 
part in a Maths lesson with their child. Due to limited 
space in each classroom, we can only extend this 
invitation to one parent per child and we politely ask 
that no younger siblings attend. The focus will be on 
‘Calculation’ and there will be a further opportunity to 
attend a ‘Reasoning’ lesson in the Summer term. 
The dates for these sessions are: 
Year 5 and 6 parents— Tuesday 26th November 
Year 3 and 4 parents—Wednesday 27th November 
 
Football News! 
Well done to the Y5 boys who took part in the first 
round of the Bishop’s Cup. They all played very well 
and showed great team spirit! 
On Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th October, boys and 
girls football matches will take place here at St 
Columba’s. Children have received a letter if they are 
participating. Thank you for your support.  
 
Reception and Y6 Buddy Assembly 
Reception and Y6 will hold their special buddy 
assembly at 9:10am in the school hall on Thursday 
10th October. Parents of pupils in Reception are 
welcome to attend. Could we please ask that only 
one Y6 parent per child attends due to lack of space 
in the hall. May we kindly remind parents that for 
safeguarding reasons, no photographs or videos are 
allowed to be taken during the assembly. Tea and 
coffee will also be served afterwards.  

Breakfast Club and After School Club 
A reminder that our Breakfast Club runs from 7.30am 
until 8.55am and costs £3.00 per child per session.  
Children can enjoy a nutritional breakfast of cereals, 
toast and yogurts.  Every Thursday we have a 
special breakfast of warm croissants, waffles or 
pancakes.  There are plenty of activities to take part 
in including Energy Club on Friday mornings with 
Mrs Iliadou. 
Our After School club runs from 3.30pm, until 
5.45pm and costs £6.00 per child, per session.  
Children can enjoy a light tea with their friends whilst 
taking part in various activities.  Tea can include 
pasta, sandwiches, beans or spaghetti on toast and 
special themed menus such as Italian tea night with 
pizzas or spaghetti bolognaise. 
Again, there are plenty of activities to take part in 
and also a quiet space to do homework or read a 
book.  Mrs Cramman and Mrs Adamson are planning 
a special Halloween themed evening with scary food 
and spooky games.  Please look out for further 
information. 
We try to support parents’ childcare needs wherever 
possible, so if you are having difficulties, please see 
Mrs Craggs or Mrs Wallace at the school office. 
Please may we remind you, to ensure you have 
secured a session for your child in either of the 
clubs, you will need to book and pay prior to the 
session required. 
For Breakfast Club you can book up to 6.00am on 
the morning you require the session for. For the After 
School Club, you can book right up until 3.00pm on 
the day of the session required.  Bookings can be 
made via the School Gateway app.  If you have 
queries regarding the app or booking a session, 
please see Mrs Craggs.  
 
Volunteers Wanted! 
As you know, due to  bad weather we had to cancel 
our gardening day last week but we would love to get 
together a team of volunteers who would be involved 
in maintaining the school’s gardens throughout the 
year.  This would include: 
 General gardening and seasonal jobs 
 A potential vegetable plot 
 Fund raising to buy equipment and plants 
If you are interested, a meeting has been arranged 
on Wednesday 9th October at 3.30pm.  If you are 
unable to attend but are still interested, then please 
see Mrs Rowan. 
 
Thank you! 
Our school community are always so generous in 
supporting charities and events, both locally and 
nationally.  So we would just like to say a big thank 
you to you all for your continued support, we really 
do appreciate your kindness. 
 

     Iona Star 
       Friday 4th October 2019 
     www.stcolumbasprimary.co.uk 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@StColumbasRC 

Follow us on Facebook: 
St.Columba’s Roman  
Catholic Primary School - 
Wallsend 


