
Congratulations 
Well done to Abbi in Y1 who has achieved a fantastic  
medal for coming in 6th place in a recent UKA Street 
Dance competition. The photographs from the 
presentation were wonderful! 
  
Shoe Box Appeal - Final Week 
Many thanks to everyone who has supported our 
Shoe Box Appeal shop which is now open every 
morning break.  
A huge thank you to parents who have donated 
empty shoe boxes or ones that are already filled! We 
really do appreciate your generosity.  
Just a reminder that children can buy items such as 
pens, pencils, rubbers, toothpaste and soap to fill 
shoe boxes which will then be sent to a child in war 
torn or disaster areas of the world.  Items range from 
5p - £1.00.  If parents would like to donate items for 
the shoe boxes these can include:   
 pens   pencils  rulers 
 rubbers  sharpeners  hats 
 gloves  scarves  notepads 
 skipping ropes crayons  chalks 
 colouring books dolls   soft toys 
 coloured pencils yoyos  puzzles 
 stickers  soap   flannels  
 toothbrushes sponges  combs 
 hairbrushes small balls  toy cars 
 ink stampers hair bobbles hair slides 
 
We hope you can support the children in exceeding 
our target from last year by Friday 18th October. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
School Council Elections 
We are very pleased to announce our new School 
Council members for 2019 / 2020!  
Huge congratulations must go to all of the children 
who took the time to write manifestos and present 
their ideas to their class. All of the teachers were 
very proud and impressed with all of the children’s 
speeches. They were all worthy winners!  
The following children have been voted as our new 
St. Columba’s representatives: 
Year 1 - Emily and Amelia 
Year 2 -  Amelia and Jake 
Year 3 - Kajetan and Jessica 
Year 4 - Rowen and Lucy A 
Year 5 - Rosie 
Year 6 - Kian and Molly 
Board Elected Councillors - Sophia and Max 
Congratulations to you all. We look forward to 
working with you this year.  
 
Half Term Holiday 
School closes on Friday 25th October for one week 
for the half term holiday. School will reopen again on 
Monday 4th November 2019 for all pupils.   

E-Safety Talk for Parents 
Just a reminder that parents are invited to an internet 
safety talk on Monday 21st October at 2:30pm in the 
hall. Our guest speaker will be sharing the most up-
to-date information about how to keep your child safe 
when they are online, including the use of social 
media, apps, gaming, images, privacy, and security 
settings. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Walking With Project and Harvest Festival 
This year we will be holding our annual Harvest 
Festival Mass on Thursday 24th October at 9:10am 
in the school hall. As in previous years, the Mini 
Vinnies have chosen to support a local charity in 
Wallsend, ‘The Walking With Project’. The charity is 
a collection of all the Wallsend Churches working 
together to support asylum seekers and refugees in 
our local area.  
One of the ways in which we can help is to provide 
food items or toiletries. If everyone in our school 
could make just one small donation, we would be 
able to support every person involved in the ‘Walking 
With’ project.  
Items can be brought into school from Wednesday 
16th October up to and including Thursday 24th 
October.  
 
Donations can include: 
tins of tomatoes, chickpeas, sweet corn, kidney 
beans, fish, fruit, rice pudding and custard. 
Dried goods such as pasta, rice, cereal, tea, coffee, 
sugar, biscuits and chocolate. 
Cooking oil. 
Sundries: soap, shampoo, shower gel, washing 
powder, washing up liquid, toothpaste, and toilet 
rolls. 
Fresh fruit and fresh veg can be brought in to school 
nearer to our Harvest Festival Mass.  
Many thanks as always for your continued support. 
 
Y5 Class Assembly 
Y5 will celebrate their class assembly on Friday 18th 
October. Parents of pupils in Y5 are welcome to 
attend. Tea and coffee will be served afterwards.  
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Weekly Attendance 

Reception 96.4% 

Year 1 99.7% 

Year 2 96% 

Year 3 95.7% 

Year 4 95.5% 

Year 5 96.7% 

Year 6 94.4% 

Whole School 96% 

 
Attendance Winners  
Attendance for the 
week is  96%.  
 
Congratulations to Y1  
who have won our 
weekly  
attendance trophy 
with a fantastic 99.7%  
 
Keep up the great 
work everyone! 



Our New School Library 
Further to the information detailed on the Iona Star 
last week, our new school library is officially open! 
Many children have had the opportunity to check out 
brand new ‘Reading for Pleasure’ books purchased 
from parents donations and fundraising events - 
thank you all! 
If your child hasn't visited the library yet, we are 
working on a fortnightly rota so they should come 
home with a book next week.  
Could we please ask that these books are treated 
with great care so that as many children as possible 
can read and enjoy them. If the books are not 
returned, parents will receive a letter or may be 
asked to contribute to the cost of a replacement.  
Thank in advance for your support to this exciting 
new scheme. Special thanks must go to our KS2 
Librarians who are doing a fantastic job helping Mrs 
Weir at lunchtimes! 
 
Tempest Photography 
Tempest Photography will be in school on Monday 
21st October taking the children ’s individual 
photos. If any families have siblings who do not 
attend our school, the photographers will take family 
photos from 8:30am in the school hall. Please save 
the date.  
 
Halloween Disco 
We will be holding our annual Halloween Party Night 
on Thursday 24th October. The timings are as 
follows:  
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2: 5pm - 6pm 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6: 6:10pm - 7:30pm 
Thank you to many of our parents who have already 
replied to the email from the office offering their help 
and support on the night. Further information and 
details are to follow. Please save the date!  
 
Admissions to Secondary School Sept 2020 
If your child is eligible to start Year 7 in September 
2020, you can apply for a place now on the North 
Tyneside Council website. Please note the closing 
date for applications is the 31st October 2019. 
 
After-School Gymnastics Club 
For a number of years now, Claire Urquhart has run 
a gymnastics club in our school hall, every Monday, 
from 4:45pm - 5:45pm. The cost is £2.50 per class 
and is for pupils from Year 1 to Year 6. Boys and 
girls are welcome to attend. During the year, the 
children can work towards their British Gymnastics 
Awards. These are then handed out in assembly at 
the end of every term. If parents are interested in 
signing their child up for a place, please let the 
school office know and your details will be passed 
onto the gymnastics coach. 

Safety Before and After School 
Since returning back to school in September, 
concerns have been raised for the safety of our 
children when coming into and out of school. Over 
the last couple of weeks, messages have been 
placed on the Iona Star regarding courteous and 
safe parking and extra vigilance when using the 
pedestrian crossing.  
This week we learnt of news which has shocked us 
all, that one of our pupils was struck by another car 
as they crossed the road. Fortunately the child was 
not seriously hurt and although all parties concerned 
were shaken, no further action was necessary. 
In response to all of the concerns that have been 
raised by parents and residents in person and via 
email, we have contacted the Police and the North 
Tyneside Traffic and Road Safety Team. They have 
been incredibly supportive and agreed the following: 
 extra patrols from Police Officers and patrol 

cars at the end of the school day; 
 the North Tyneside Traffic and Road Safety 

Team will be completing a site visit to look at 
the possibility of extending the sequence of the 
traffic lights at the pelican crossing and 
installing extra guard rails along the 
pavements;  

 enquiries will also be made regarding the 
possibility of employing another Crossing 
Patrol person.  

 
We will keep parents informed of developments but 
ask, as always, for your attention and  vigilance 
when driving and parking around school. This is for 
the safety of ALL, especially the children in our care.  
As a school, we will continue to work with the Road 
Safety team and Bikeability staff who deliver 
sessions to the children in KS2 around road safety 
and the safe use of bikes and scooters  on public 
roads. Let’s ensure that we all work together to stay 
within the regulations of the Highway Code for the 
safety of our community. Thank you.  
  
Gardening Day! 
Thank you to the parents who came to talk to Mrs 
Rowan on Wednesday and share their ideas 
regarding our ‘gardening club’. The conversations 
were fruitful and exciting. Look out for more 
information to follow! 
We are planning to host the final ‘gardening day’ 
before the winter sets in on Saturday 19th October 
2019 from 10:00am - 3:00pm (weather permitting).  
As many family members as possible are invited to 
help us at any point during the day. Please feel free 
to bring a picnic! If parents would like any further 
information, please speak to the school office, Mrs 
Rowan or send us an email.  
Many thanks for your continued support.  
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