
Congratulations 
Well done to all of our pupils, parents and family 
members who took part in the Great North Run last 
weekend.  
We are  very proud of you all! Special 
congratulations must go to our fabulous Mini Great 
North Runners who have shown me their medals this 
week: Evie in Rec, Emily, Maisie, Joshua and Lila in 
Y1, Jude, Alfie, Fin, Isabella, Esmae and Eliza in Y2, 
Jayden in Y3 and Roisin in Y6. 
Well done to Scott in Y2 who completed a run for the  
Children’s Heart Foundation and received a medal. 
Well done to Jude in Y2 who has a super medal for 
playing in a recent football tournament for Benfield 
Under 7s. His team drew in first place.  
Congratulations to Rosie and Sunshine who won 
three fabulous rosettes last weekend. Rosie was 
awarded 1st place for ‘Best Rider Under 9s’, 1st 
place in show jumping and 2nd place in ‘Pony Club’.  
Well done to Nathan in Y6 and Autumn in Y4 who 
took part in the U.S Kids Golf Local Tour and 
received medals.  They also received trophies for the 
Northern Junior Golf Tour and Nathan won gold for 
the Northumbria County Final. 
 
Gardening Day! 
Following the success of our last ‘gardening tidy up 
day’, we are planning to host another family day on 
Saturday 28th September 2019 from 10:00am - 
3:00pm (weather permitting).  
We are blessed with wonderful school grounds which 
are very extensive; however, these are hard to 
maintain and, as with all gardens, the weeds grow 
very quickly! We would like to have another good 
‘tidy up’ before the winter comes!  
As many family members as possible are invited to 
help us at any point during the day. If parents or 
carers can spare an hour or two, we would be very 
grateful. Please feel free to bring a picnic!  
In June, Mrs Rowan really appreciated the wonderful 
specialist help from parents and family members 
who have specific skills and knowledge of gardening 
and brought their own tools with them! We’d love to 
see you all again!  
If parents cannot help on the day but would like to 
donate any seeds, plants, pots, bulbs, compost (or 
even a greenhouse!) we would be very grateful!  
If you can help in any way, or would like any further 
information, please speak to the school office, Mrs 
Rowan or send us an email.  
Many thanks for your continued support.  
 
Y6 Class Assembly 
Y6 will celebrate their class assembly on Friday 20th 
September at 9:10am in the school hall.  Parents of 
pupils in Year 6 are welcome to attend.  Tea and 
coffee will be available afterwards.  We look forward 
to seeing you all there. 

Operation Encompass 
A reminder to all parents that St. Columba’s is an 
‘Operation Encompass’ school.  
The purpose of Operation Encompass is to 
safeguard and support children and young people 
who have been involved in a domestic abuse 
incident. Following an incident at home, children will 
often arrive at school distressed, upset and 
unprepared for the day. 
North Tyneside Council, the police and nominated 
Key Adults in school (Mrs Garbutt, Mrs McGrady and 
Miss Quinn) work together to make sure that school 
staff are made aware of an incident early enough to 
support pupils in school.  
Each morning a police officer will review all domestic 
abuse incidents that occur outside of school but 
which might have an impact on a child attending 
school the following day. Where children witnessed 
or were involved in a domestic abuse incident, and 
are aged between 4 and 16 years old, the officer will 
send this information to Children’s Social Care Front 
Door Service 
Staff from the Front Door Service will send this 
information in a secure format to the identified Key 
Adults in school. The Key Adult will check their 
emails every day and the staff in contact with those 
pupils will then be in an informed position to support 
them in a way that is right for the child. 
If you have any further questions, please don’t 
hesitate to speak to Mrs Garbutt. Further information 
can be found on our school website. 
 
PC Tim Cousin will continue his links with our school 
this term and will be delivering sessions on Tuesday 
24th September 2019 to Year 3 and Year 4 based 
around the importance of friendships and positive 
relationships.  He will be available in the classroom 
next to Reception for any parents who may wish to 
speak to him from 3:30pm onwards, particularly 
anyone who may need support and advice around 
difficult relationships.  
 
NSPCC Assemblies 
A letter has been attached to the Iona Star tonight 
from the NSPCC who are scheduled to deliver whole 
school assemblies and follow up workshops to Y5 
and Y6 across the next couple of weeks. The theme 
of their sessions is ‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’.  
Through child-friendly, interactive assemblies and 
workshops, their specially trained staff and 
volunteers will give our children information about 
how to keep themselves safe from harm and how to 
get help if they have any worries.  They can 
sensitively discuss issues like bullying and abuse.  
Please read the information attached and if parents 
have any questions, please speak to Mrs Garbutt. 
Many thanks.  
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Curriculum Evenings 
Our curriculum evenings will be held on the following 
days this coming week: 
 
Monday 16th September - Year 3 and Year 4 
Tuesday 17th September - Year 1 and Year 2 
Wednesday 18th September - Nursery/Reception 
Thursday 19th September - Year 5 and Year 6 
 
These will be held at 3:30pm in the respective 
classrooms and will last no longer than 30 - 
45minutes. Staff will begin with a short introductory 
presentation (no more than 10/15 mins) outlining the 
key information for the year. Then there will be an 
opportunity to help yourselves to tea and coffee, 
browse the resources laid out in the classrooms and 
informally chat to your child’s class teacher. Staff will 
have table top displays which will contain key 
information regarding year-group specific Maths, 
English and Creative Curriculum information as well 
as sharing the expectations of attainment and 
progress throughout the year.  
The meetings are open to all parents and carers; 
please feel free to send a representative if you are 
unable to attend due to work commitments. Children 
in the older classes are able to attend with their 
parents. Mrs Laidlaw will be showing a DVD in the 
hall for any younger children who would like to wait 
there. We look forward to seeing you all next week.  
 
Admission to St. Columba’s Reception Sept 2020 
If your child is eligible to start Reception in 
September 2020, you can apply for a place now on 
the North Tyneside Council website. We will be 
holding a meeting for all parents on Tuesday 24th 
September 2019 at 4:30pm in the school hall to 
share any key information and paperwork that you 
will need in order to complete this process. 
We would advise that parents attend this meeting as 
you may find it helpful in completing your child’s 
application. Please note the closing date for 
applications is Wednesday 15th January 2020. 
 
Sacramental Preparation 
This year many of our Y4 pupils will be preparing for 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist and making their 
First Holy Communion. Letters were sent out before 
the holidays asking parents to commit their child to 
this programme. If you did not receive one of these 
letters and would like your child to make their First 
Holy Communion, please see Mrs Garbutt.  
The first session for pupils will take place this coming 
Tuesday - Tuesday 17th September at 3:30pm 
followed by the welcome Mass on Sunday 22nd 
September at 9:30am.  We ask you to keep the 
children and their families in your prayers as they 
begin this important journey.  

Activities Night 
Before the holidays, we had to postpone our 
Activities Night due to bad weather. We are delighted 
to announce that we have rescheduled the date to 
this coming Friday -  Friday 20th September. 
Gates will open at 4:30pm and entrance is charged 
at £2 per adult and £1 per child. Please feel free to 
bring your own food, organise a picnic, book a take 
away, or bring the BBQ! Parents will be able to BBQ 
in the Smooga. We will be selling snacks including 
popcorn, crisps, sweets and drinks at the start of the 
evening. The Activity Centre will be open for the use 
of the toilets only.  
Don’t forget to bring your deck chairs and games 
from home. We will have a selection of PE 
equipment available for rounders and football!  All 
past pupils are welcome with their families. The 
school gates will close at 9:30pm.  
 
Recycle with Michael 
Following our whole school assembly on Tuesday, 
the children brought home their collection bags for 
The Salvation Army’s recycling scheme called 
‘Recycle with Michael’. These bags can be filled with 
unwanted clothing and shoes which will be donated 
to those in need. School also receives a small  
percentage of money per bag to help our School 
Funds. The bags need to be returned by Tuesday 
17th September. Hopefully we will all be able to 
have a spring clean of our wardrobes this weekend! 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Aldi’s Kit for Schools 
We have joined forces with Aldi who are offering 
school entering their competition free sports kits in 
conjunction with Team GB. From 6th September to 
3rd November, families who shop in Aldi stores can 
receive Team GB stickers to send into school. 
Please help us to reach our target!  

 
School Council Manifestos 
In the autumn term we always elect new school 
council members from each class from Y1 - Y6. Mrs 
Whitelaw is the teacher responsible for our School 
Council this year. On Tuesday 24th September, we 
will be organising class elections for new members. 
We are asking any pupils willing to stand for school 
council to write a short manifesto. This is to explain 
why they think they would be a good representative 
for their class, what skills they have to be a school 
council member, and any ideas they would like to  
develop across the year.  The children have been 
asked to write these at home and they need to be 
returned to school by Friday 20th September.  
We look forward to welcoming our new School 
Council for 2019 / 2020. 
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